Wheelchair and Ambulatory Sports, USA
Board of Directors Meeting
October 21-23, 2011

12:30 – 3:00pm CST

Friday, October 21

Present: Ralph Armento, Mike Burns, Barbara Chambers, Jessica Galli, Phil Galli, Darlene Hunter, Denise Hutchins,
Gregg Baumgarten, Paul DePace Cindy Housner, Glen O’Sullivan
Absent: Tommy Chasanoff,
Guest: Deb Armento
1. Call to order by Barbara Chambers, Chair
2. 2013 NJDC Bid Presentations

3.

a.

Ames, Iowa: Ames is centrally located within Iowa about 35 minutes north of Des Moines. Venues include
Cyclone Sports Complex (track & field – this complex is set to open August 1, 2012); Beyer Hall at Iowa State
(swimming); Lied Recreation Center (table tennis, judo, powerlifting, socials). Host hotel would be the Gateway
Hotel & Conference Center. It has 187 guest rooms. This hotel is located in a cluster area with two other hotels.
Between the three properties there are about 345 hotel rooms. LOC would include Adaptive Sports Iowa, Ames
Convention & Visitors Bureau, Iowa Sports Foundation, and Iowa State University Conference & Planning
Management.

b.

Rochester Amateur Sports Commission – Rochester, Minnesota: Venues include Century High School (track
& field), National Volleyball Center, & Rochester Recreation Center (swimming), & UCR Regional Sports Center
(table tennis). Host exhibition on sitting volleyball with past national sit volleyball team member. Accommodations:
The Kahler Grand Hotel, which is located downtown with 668 guestrooms including 23 ADA rooms. Room rate
would be $99/night including internet, breakfast, and free parking. Heritage Hall at the hotel would be the host
venue for Powerlifting.

Chair’s Report: Barbara Chambers reported.
a.

TEAMS “Travel, Event Management in Sports” Conference in Las Vegas October 3-6: Barb met with
numerous cities at this event. Some cities are interested but hesitant. Barb suggested to them that they host the
NDA first.

4. Immediate Past Chair’s Report: Paul DePace reported.
a.

US Olympic & Paralympic Assembly – Colorado Springs, CO – September: Paul noted that the name
change of the Assembly to include Paralympic is a good step forward. Wayne Moss from the Boys & Girls Clubs
of America was elected as Chair of the Multi-Sport Organization. The secretary and vice-chair of the MSO are
associated with disabled sports. Paul spoke with representatives of sports that are currently not a part of the
WASUSA family. Paul would like us to encourage our athletes to experience sports outside of our organization.

b.

World Fencing and World Wheelchair Fencing Championships: Paul attended this event. This marked the
third time the two championships were held together. Paul spoke with some of the US athletes about their
relationship with US Fencing.

c.

IWAS World Championships 2013: Sports – athletics, powerlifting, shooting, swimming, and exhibition events in

5. Office Report: Ralph Armento reported.
a.

NDA – Meet Directors’ Seminar: Ralph reviewed the Sanctioning Packet with attendees and he received
positive feedback. Ralph is working with Level III meets to ensure there is no overlap. SAMS training was led by
Charlie Sheppard. There was not enough time allotted for this session. Ralph would like to create a webinar on
SAMS. Gregg commented that SAMS has become a very complex system and that the average user cannot just
open the box and go. Phil suggested we create an Excel template or something similar that can be sent to the
regionals so that they can export their results into an easier format. From there, Ralph can import it into SAMS.
Gregg brought up mini-SAMS, a program that was created for local meets. Barb would like to create an
exploratory committee for SAMS that will include Phil, Darlene, Gregg and Ralph.
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b.

Membership Database: Ralph gathered all of data from our WASUSA sanctioned competitions. He charted
whether participants were members, recreational members or non-members of WASUSA. Fifty three percent of
the total athletes were members. Between $4,000 and $20,000 were lost due to non-members. Gregg
commented that some competition meet directors may not view their event as solely a WASUSA competition.
Participants are from various disability groups and therefore, the competition is not representative of only
WASUSA athletes. Phil noted that this leads back to the strategic plan and getting the RSOs to believe in the
mission of WASUSA. Ralph said that at the Meet Directors’ Seminar many people stated they want assistance in
running their competitions. Under current circumstances, Ralph told them the WASUSA office is not in a financial
position to pay for this assistance. Phil reviewed the Strategic Planning Committee presentation that he will be
giving to the general attendance. Cindy and Gregg reviewed the conversation within the RSO meeting that took
place Friday morning. They asked individuals in the meeting “How can RSO’s become more relevant?” One
response was to realign the RSO’s with US Paralympics regions. This would reorganize the RSO’s into three
regions: West, Central, and East.

2:30 – 3:00pm CST

Saturday, October 22

1. 2012 NJDC Site: Debbie presented to the BoD the two 2012 bid city packages. The two bids are from Mesa, AZ and
Puerto Rico. The Junior Committee met previously and discussed at length the two options. It was the Junior
Committee’s recommendation that the 2012 NJDC be held in Mesa, AZ. There was discussion among the BoD about
the strengths and weaknesses of each bid. The BoD contacted Jimmy Cuevas, bid contact for Puerto Rico, with some
questions that had arisen during the discussion. Following this conversation, the BoD chose to support the nomination
of Mesa, AZ made by the Junior Committee. Glen motioned to approve the bid of Mesa, AZ for the 2012 NJDC.
nd
Denise 2 the motion. Motion carried.

12:00 – 2:35pm CST

Sunday, October 23

Present: Deb Armento, Ralph Armento, Mike Burns, Barbara Chambers, Jessica Galli, Phil Galli, Darlene Hunter, Denise
Hutchins, Gregg Baumgarten, Paul DePace Cindy Housner, Glen O’Sullivan
Absent: Tommy Chasanoff,
2. Website Discussion: Darlene Hunter
a. Darlene has created a new WASUSA website using webs.com. There was discussion about how frustrating the
current website is both for administrators and our members. Darlene will share this website again with the Board
and the Board will make a decision on how to move forward from there.
3. Chair’s Report: Barbara Chambers reported.
a. International Teams: Tomie Zuchetto resigned as Chair of the International Teams Committee. A letter of thanks
will be sent to Tomie from BoD.
b. American Association for Cerebral Palsy and Developmental Medicine (AACPDM) Conference, Las Vegas
Oct. 14-16: Barb attend this conference. It was brought up in the general session that WASUSA needs to better
market itself at national conferences around the country. Phil motioned that when a member of the BoD does a
presentation that it is made known to the BoD that a presentation was given and the presentation is shared with
nd
the organization. Glen 2 the motion. Motion carried. Darlene would like there to be a virtual space where all
WASUSA documents can be shared and stored. Barb will be presenting at a physical education conference in
Illinois.
4. Office Report: Ralph Armento reported.
a. Cyberliability: Ralph sent a slideshow with details on cyberliability. He is in discussions within our insurance
company to get a quote on this service.
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b. Membership: Ralph would like the BoD to consider price options for membership in 2012. Ralph said the
membership cost hasn’t changed since the late 1980’s. He would like the BoD to consider raising the price. Ralph
is also concerned with the late fees. It was suggested in the general session that we call the initial price an “early
bird special” and following a deadline it would be called general membership fee. Discussion took place over
benefits of membership and mandating membership at sanctioned events. Denise motioned to change the
nd
terminology of the first phase of membership fees to “early bird special.” Debbie 2 the motion. Discussion: The
early bird special will end March 31, 2012. Motion carried. Ralph said currently the late fee is $15 between April 1
and May 31 and $25 starting June 1. New athletes are not subject to late fees. This discussion is being tabled
until November’s meeting while Phil researches the value of the brand. Darlene said she would like us to offer
multiple year memberships.
5. Vice Chair’s Report: Denise Hutchins reported to the general session.
6. Treasurer’s Report: Mike Burns reported to the general session.
7. Committee Reports
a.

Junior Committee: Debbie Armento reported.
i. 2013 NJDC Sites: The deadline to submit a bid for 2013 has been set as December 31, 2011. Barb said she
would welcome the NDA in 2012 being hosted in the 2013 NJDC city. Cindy voiced concern about hosting the
NDA in small towns that may not draw a large number of attendees. Denise would like the conclusions of the
NDA to be posted online on the website and facebook so members are aware of what took place.

b.

STCs and NGBs: Reports were given in the general session.

c.

Athlete Advisory: Darlene Hunter reported in the general session.

8. Old Business
a. Strategic Planning Committee: Phil will take the findings and discussion points from the general NDA session
and summarize them into a report. Phil will bring recommendations to the next BoD meeting. Committee chairs
will be identified and teams will be established to begin working on this. Phil said that he was disappointed that it
was not suggested in the general session to create an advisory board. He would like BoD members to identify
individuals that would be a good fit for the advisory board. Jessica said she will reach out to Jim Benson, member
of the USOC Board of Directors and Chair of the Paralympic Advisory Committee, to discuss possible candidates
for the board. Darlene will also reach out to Tricia Labar from ABC Medical. Phil will write up a list of companies
that have given in the past that would be good candidates for the board and/or future donations. The list will be
shared with the BoD and any conflicts of interest will be identified. In the general discussion, Barb, Ralph, Cindy,
Mike and Jessica were in the fundraising group. Ralph brought up that there are professional fundraising
organizations that will raise funds for an organization where 20% of funds raised go to the organization and 80%
goes to the fundraiser. Wendy Gumbert mentioned that she knows a woman that has previously worked for
BlazeSports in the fundraising area. Wendy will reach out to this individual to see if she is interested in working
with WASUSA. There were concerns within the general session group and concerns were noted from BoD
members about using a fundraising service. Mike will send out a 2012 budget that includes all hopeful expenses.
Phil will then identify five actionable items to raise money for and he will bring them to the BoD.
9. Next Meeting: November 29, 2011 – 7pm EST.
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7:00 – 10:00 pm EST

Present: Deb Armento, Ralph Armento, Mike Burns, Barbara Chambers, Tommy Chasanoff, Jessica Galli, Phil Galli,
Denise Hutchins, Cindy Housner (joined late)
Absent: Gregg Baumgarten, Paul DePace, Darlene Hunter, Glen O’Sullivan
1. Call to order by Barbara Chambers, Chair
nd

2. October 21-23, 2011 Minutes: Deb moved to pass the October 2011 minutes. Denise 2 . Motion carried.
3.

Chair’s Report: Barbara Chambers reported.
a.

IAHPERD Presentation: Barb attended this event in Illinois. Approximately 2000 people attended the event in
total. She gave multiple presentations. Cindy sent Barb materials on GLASA that were handed out.

b.

MOU with US Fencing: Ralph drafted a MOU and it was sent to US Fencing. Ralph has not yet heard back from
Dave, the contact at US Fencing. The question that remains is whether this MOU will require that fencing team
members also be members of WASUSA. This discussion will take place between Dave, Ralph and Paul.

4. Immediate Past Chair’s Report: Paul DePace reported.
a.

2013 IWAS Jr. World Games:

5. Vice Chair’s Report: Denise Hutchins reported.
a.

Privacy Statement: Denise has modified the privacy statement to include areas to be covered in the Child's
Online Privacy Protection Act. There was discussion regarding certain areas of the document. Ralph will work on
adding a portion for sanctioned events and registration. Denise motioned to approve the Privacy Statement with
nd
an amendment from age to date of birth. Phil 2 . Motion carried. This will be posted on the website as soon as
possible.

b.

Classifiers: Denise is continuing to work to develop a full proposal regarding the development of our classifier
base to cover Athletic events for Level 2 and Level 3 meets. She has been in communication with Jerry Clayton
to assist in defining what the needs of the meets will be for the levels in regards to classifiers to make sure we are
going to be able to meet the needs of our meets.

6. Treasurer’s Report: Mike Burns reported.
a.

See attached financial report. Mike commented that it may be good to move the monies in the USOC Foundation
to another area that would be more stable.

7. Office Report: Ralph Armento reported.
a.

Office Activity:
i. Sanctioning Schedule: Ralph is working with meet directors to confirm dates for WASUSA sanctioned
events in 2012. He is trying to identify regional level classifiers that can attend events. Denise says she has a
list of regional classifiers that she will pass along to Ralph. Some meet directors have contacted Julie O’Neil
at USP and have been denied national level classifiers. Denise said that WASUSA can authorize national
level classifiers to attend our events if USP does not approve a request. Ralph will start sending sanctioning
material to meet directors by December 15, 2011.
ii. Club Membership and Insurance Renewal: Last week, our 30 clubs were sent out invoices for their club
and insurance renewal. They were originally sent out a notification via email the week before last. There were
two exceptions to this; Turning Point and USQRA. Ralph will be contacting these two groups this week in
order to renegotiate a fee. He would like them to consider the club fee as well as the insurance. His strategy
is to obtain branding on their website as a sponsor. All clubs were notified that their membership includes a
banner every three years. Ralph contacted a web provider and based on 6’ x 3’ banner w/grommets, the total
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cost per banner is around $30. He plans to order a sample in order to ascertain the quality before ordering
one for a club. We now have a comprehensive list of clubs, insurance information and contacts via MS
Access. This information will be put on the website. Ralph asked the clubs for logos so that we can hyperlink
their logo to their website from the WASUSA website. Jessie asked whether we would be offering a “club”
status for free in 2012. She feels this would be beneficial for marketing and branding purposes. Other groups
such as DSUSA and USP offer this type of benefit for free to interested groups.
iii. Newsletter: The newsletter has been received rather well. Ralph has received several comments, including
interest from Palaestra in modifying our original article on NJDC in Mesa. He plans to release newsletter on
th
the 15 of the following months: December 2011, February 2012, March 2012, June 2012, September 2012,
and November 2012 and possibly an NDA Edition. “Special “editions can be produced as necessary. Ralph
will need help and ideas for stories. Jessie has the capability to modify the editions for the visually impaired.
In order to maximize our efforts, however, Ralph feels we need to develop a press list. He has looked into the
possibility of getting a JCAH Reference Manual (for rehab hospitals) at the cost of $175.00.
iv. CFC Application: The general application, Schedule A (list of events & services), and signed Form 990 have
been sent (uploaded) and approved. The remaining piece of the filing is the audited financial statement.
v. Rulebooks & Records: Ralph has a tentative completion date from Phil of January 15, 2012 for the
WTFUSA rulebook revisions and record updates. Since Glen (swimming), Debbie (powerlifting), Mike
(archery) and Jennifer Johnson (table tennis) have considerably less to do; Ralph would like to see their
respective materials finalized no later than December 15. Ralph has contacted Charlie Sheppard so he
knows individuals may be calling for a record update.
vi. Fundraising: Ralph asked who should receive the year-end donation request letter. It was agreed that
members and past members should be on the list. Barb would like an email to be created that includes an
easy donation option included within the letter. Phil noted there is a donate now button on the website
already.
vii. Developing a Press List: Pat Redden has approached her college about an intern for the national office and
has determined that this is a definite possibility. She has contacted a professor in her
Marketing/Communications department. Ralph will soon be meeting with him in order to discuss the logistics.
A press list is something that an intern can work on.
b.

Membership:
i. Comparison of MC/VISA vs. Paypal: Barb has expressed to Ralph that many people have had issues with
Paypal. Ralph is looking into other options using Mastercard/VISA. Ralph evaluated the costs of both options
and they seem about even. However, the credit card option appears more user friendly and has features that
are not available with PayPal. Barb would like Ralph to come back to the Board in December with a
recommendation for the vendor to be used in 2012.
ii. Price point for Individual Membership 2012: Ralph would like to keep the “Early bird special” membership
price at $35. The Board to agree to keep the $35 early bird special membership price with a $50 standard
membership fee.

c.

Website: Ralph will work with Darlene and Phil to evaluate the options.

8. Committee Reports
a.

Junior Committee: Debbie Armento reported.
i. NJDC: Deb has been working on updating several parts of the NJDC bid package and contract. A draft of the
contract has been updated and sent to Barb Chambers for the board’s approval. When this contract is final,
Deb will present it to Lane and work with her to sign it. The next major document that is being worked on is
the bid package itself. Trisha Yurochko and Deb have been totally revising it to better meet the financial
needs of our organization. As they finalize a draft on the new bid, they will present it for the board approval
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as well. The final project will be to update the manual that Arleen had put together with the help from many of
our members. Phil commented that with the increase in interest to host NJDC, he would like WASUSA to not
accept bids that do not have quality mondo tracks. Deb agreed and said new guidelines are being written into
the bid package and will include track requirements. It was also stated that the bid package should note that
bid LOC’s are responsible for paying the costs of a site visit.
1. 2011 NJDC: NJDC 2011 is still coming to a close. Deb was notified that the LOC found the missing
measuring tapes that were lost. The pod left Saginaw and Bob is preparing to take a detailed
inventory. He is however building a loft to store the equipment and save us an additional expense.
Bob is doing this on his own time and when it is completed, Deb will be informed.
2. 2012 NJDC, Mesa, AZ: NJDC 2012 has been officially announced via email and newsletters. Lane
has been in touch with Deb several times per week and they just finalized the first tentative schedule
of the event. The Jr. Committee members have been informed about their areas of this year’s NJDC
and with their support; Deb has given a lot of suggestions to Lane. They are still waiting for a few
venues to confirm their dates and times. Lane is a very efficient person and will be meeting with her
committee via phone conference within a few weeks. Deb is working with Ralph to have an article in
each of the newsletters leading up to the event.
3. 2013 NJDC: NJDC 2013 has three “official” bids in. The most recent bid was from USP. Site visits
have been completed for two local organizations. Deb is waiting to hear from Colorado for a site visit.
Everyone has been informed that a site visit is needed in-order to be considered as a finalist for
NJDC. They also have been told that all site visits need to be completed by Dec 31 for the 2013
NJDC. Deb is waiting for one more final bid package to arrive.
4. 2014 NJDC: Ralph and Deb will be meeting with an interested party in hosting NJDC in 2014. More
information will follow. Deb is hoping to have a Jr. Committee meeting in December to finalize the
st.
selection for 2013 by Jan.1 . As soon as the site visits are completed, she will inform the committee
members and send then the new information for the two other sites.
b.

International Competitions: Ralph reported. Ralph spoke with Gregg Chalmers regarding the vacant position as
Chair of the International Competitions Committee. Gregg is interested in serving in this role; however, he is not
available to attend the 2012 IWAS Jr. World Games due to a prior commitment. Barb would like Jessie to help
her, Ralph, Gregg and others with creating a budget and other team items.

c.

STCs and NGBs:
i. STCs:
1. Powerlifting: Deb Armento reported. Mary Stack won a bronze medal at the ParaPan American
Games in Guadalajara. Other WASUSA members were a part of the USA Powerlifting team.
2. Table Tennis: No report given.
3. Archery: No report given.
4. Swimming: No report given.
ii. NGB’s
1. Track and Field: No report given.

d.

RSOs: Cindy Housner reported. The RSO’s will be holding a meeting of all RSO’s to discuss the RPO idea that
emerged from the NDA. Barb expressed concern that some RSO’s are moving quickly to the RPO system without
organizational approval and without informing all RSO’s of the change. The RPO’s cannot become official until a
bylaw change is proposed and approved at the NDA in 2012.
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e.

Athlete Advisory: No report given.

9. Old Business
a.

Strategic Plan Committee Update: Phil Galli reported. As a result of the discussions at the NDA, the Board
needs to quantify the following 2012 goal areas: Increase annual funding from $xx to $xxx by the end of 2012;
Increase WASUSA membership from X to XX by the end of 2012 and to XXXX by year end 2014; Increase
participants in sanctioned competitions from xx to xxx for 2012; and Increase public awareness and visibility of
WASUSA by the end of 2012. Phil would like a Board member to be assigned to lead each of the three areas:
operational excellence/fundraising, competition and clinics, and community engagement/membership. Phil asked
Mike how much money WASUSA brought into the organization 2011. Mike stated it was approximately $78,000 in
2011. Phil suggested that the first goal statement read “increase annual funding by $15,000 in 2012.” He would
like to defer this goal until December so that a detailed budget for the organization can be created to better
specify how much money is needed to reach organizational goals. Phil asked Ralph how many members
WASUSA had in 2011. Ralph said in total there were 670 members, 140 of which were recreational members.
Phil feels WASUSA should aim for 1,000 members. However, he thinks that is too lofty of a goal for one year. Phil
would like the Board to consider the goals listed above and come with ideas to the December BoD meeting. Phil
asked Ralph to contact Pat Redden in order to get in touch with an individual with a marketing background at her
college. He also asked Jessie if she had been in contact with Jim Benson yet. Jessie has not but will contact him
this week. Phil strongly feels we need to bring more influential people into the organization.

10. New Business
11. Next Meeting: January 3, 2012 – 7pm EST
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7:00 – 9:15 pm EST

Present: Deb Armento, Ralph Armento, Gregg Baumgarten, Mike Burns, Barbara Chambers, Paul DePace, Jessica
Galli, Phil Galli, Darlene Hunter, Denise Hutchins, Cindy Housner, Glen O’Sullivan
Absent: Tommy Chasanoff
1. Call to order by Barbara Chambers, Chair
nd

2. November 29, 2011 Minutes: Mike moved to pass the November 2011 minutes. Paul 2 . Motion carried.
3.

Chair’s Report: Barbara Chambers reported.
a.

IAHPERD Presentation: Barb has received several emails from people who attended her presentations. She has
compiled an email list and will share it with Cindy and Ralph. The Conference committee donated $100 to
WASUSA on behalf of Barb. She is very appreciative of this gesture.

b.

MOU with US Fencing: Ralph has a draft letter written to be sent to US Fencing. Paul had expressed some
concerns with how the letter may be perceived by US Fencing. He had said he would follow-up with some of his
contacts at US Fencing. As of today, Paul has nothing new to report. Ralph would like to move forward with this
as soon as possible. Ralph has not yet heard from anyone at US Fencing.

c.

International Teams Chair: Barb will work with Gregg Chalmers to identify a new Chair for the International
Teams Committee.

4. Immediate Past Chair’s Report: Paul DePace reported.
a.

2011 IWAS Jr. Games: the Games were held in Sharjah, UAE. There were close to 600 athletes from 49
countries. Paul reported it was a good event.

b.

IPC General Assembly & IWAS Board Meeting: The IPC General Assembly was held in Beijing, China. Paul
attended as the Chair of IWAS. Paul will compile his notes and report back to the Board. IWAS will be hosting a
strategic planning session in Moscow, Russia in April 2012. Paul would like input from WASUSA as to what it
would like to see from IWAS, how the organization is doing and how it can improve, etc.

c.

2012 IWAS Jr. Games: These Games will be held in Czech Republic in July. These Games will be for the sport
of Athletics only. Barb raised some concern as she’s heard some rumors that the Games are in conflict with
another large competition in Europe. She said the latest IWAS newsletter did not mention the 2012 Jr. Games
and she wants to be sure the competition will take place. Ralph said the national office put an announcement to
membership on hold until it receives correspondence from the LOC and IWAS. Events at NJDC have been
rescheduled to accommodate athletes that will be attending both events. The initial dates sent for the IWAS Jr.
Games back up to the NJDC dates.

d.

2013 IWAS JR Games Bid: Paul said the bid from Puerto Rico to host the 2013 Games is looking stronger. The
city to host the Games appears to be supporting the Games financially. Paul said this location would be good for
the America’s. Paul recommended that Phil be included in an IWAS site-visit because of his experience with
hosting Games, his experience in athletics and his proximity to the bid city. Cindy asked if this bid includes a
combined NJDC/IWAS Games. Denise said “no.” If both bids are won, NJDC would take place one week and
IWAS Games would be either the week prior or following NJDC.

5. Vice Chair’s Report: Denise Hutchins reported.
a.

Classification: Denise will contact Erin Popovich at USP to discuss her ideas. Denise would like to establish
training at regional competitions for Level II classifiers. This level of classifiers would not be connected with USP
but would provide a pipeline of classifiers for national and international certification. It will provide athletes an
opportunity to be classified at regional competitions and eliminate the need to classify a large number of athletes
at NJDC. This classification would not be enough for athletes that want to travel internationally and/or want to be
included on USP or IPC ranking systems. Denise and others are working on creating online educational material
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and certification. Darlene said there is a service called Moodle that could help with this program. Denise will pass
the information onto Deanna.
b.

WTFUSA Classification: Denise worked with Phil to update and expand the classification component of the
WTFUSA Rulebook.

6. Treasurer’s Report: Mike Burns reported. He reported the audit was completed for 2010. He is working with the
auditor to get the 2011 audit finished as well. He is working on the 2012 budget and will send it out to the Board for
comments and changes. He has worked with Jeff Coupie from the 2011 NJDC to wrap up outstanding financial
issues.
7. Office Report: Ralph Armento reported.
a.

Office Activity
i. Sanctioning Schedule: Ralph has been talking with Jerry Clayton and the two are wondering what the
advantage and need is to increase the number of Level III track and field meets sanctioned by WASUSA.
Debbie commented that the number of meets cannot be changed for 2012 but it is something that should be
looked into in 2013.
ii. Club Membership and Insurance Renewal: Ralph sent invoices out late in the year for club memberships
and insurance renewal. He has received many of them back. Ralph received a questionnaire from IPNE, the
WASUSA insurance broker. He filled it out based on the sports we cover, the number of events we cover, etc.
It had been approximately three years since the last survey had been completed. When Ralph received the
quote back following the survey, the quote was almost 30% higher than the previous years. This rate increase
was attributed to quad rugby. Ralph thinks it may be time to test the market and to elicit bids from other
brokers. Ralph noted that he spends a substantial amount of time doing insurance related tasks. He thinks
that this issue should be considered with the formation of the strategic plan. Barb, Phil and others expressed
that they would not like to see WASUSA drop the insurance benefit for our clubs. Ralph said with that agreed
upon, he would like support from the Board to seek bids from other brokers. Gregg said that the founder of
the Arizona sports group in his area has an insurance background and Gregg would like Ralph to contact him.
Ralph said he would also like to contact the broker Cindy’s group works with in Chicago.
iii. Newsletter: Ralph will send the next newsletter by mid-January.
iv. CFC Application: Ralph and Mike worked together to complete the CFC application. Ralph will now work
with an individual at CFC to determine the best way to publicize WASUSA’s involvement.
v. Rulebooks & Records: The National Office is still waiting to hear from some sports regarding rulebooks
and/or records. Ralph noted that the rulebooks should reflect the new WASUSA bylaw change from “physical
disability” to “disability.” Ralph asked Phil if standards have been set for field implements for NJDC in the
groups that did not previously have standards. Phil said he is working through a document Larry Hughes
created with potential standards. Phil said the rulebook is being finalized and will be done soon. He suggested
a letter be sent out by the National Office in the next week that explains changes for 2012 so that people can
begin to prepare for the upcoming season. Debbie said that WASUSA is out of 1kg shot puts. In the email
blast that goes out to announce changes, a question will be included to ask if anyone is in need of 1kg shot
puts. Once responses are received, Debbie will make the decision to order more shot puts from Australia if
necessary.
vi. Fundraising: Ralph received a sizable donation recently. Darlene suggested this news be included in the
upcoming newsletter so that he is recognized and thanked publicly. Ralph has attempted to reach Pat
Redden since our last meeting. Pat had expressed to Ralph that a professor at her college is interested in
providing an intern to WASUSA as a part of a class he teaches. Ralph will continue to pursue this.
vii. Background Checks: Ralph reminded Board members that it is time for them to redo their background
checks. He will send out a reminder email to everyone as well.
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b.

Membership
i. Comparison of MC/VISA vs. Paypal: Ralph did research on credit card programs and feels that Merchant
Warehouse is the best option for WASUSA. Ralph laid out their fees in his report last month. Phil will try to
implement this program into the current website but will also pass it along to the individual creating the new
WASUSA website so that it can be incorporated on that site as well.

c.

Policies and Procedures: Barb has spoken with Ralph about getting the most updated Policies and Procedures
document on the website. Barb asked Denise to find her most updated version as Denise has added a few items
since the last time the document was posted.

d.

Website: Phil and Darlene will be working with Bala Hariharn to create a new website. Phil will report back once
Bala begins work.

8. Committee Reports
a.

Junior Committee: Debbie Armento reported.
i. NJDC:
1. 2013 NJDC: Debbie has completed three site visits for 2013. Recently, she traveled to Colorado
Springs to tour the facilities and venues. Debbie will be traveling to Puerto Rico next for the fourth and
final site visit. All bids were asked if they would be interested in hosting in 2014 if it is not chosen in
2013. Some expressed interest and others did not. Debbie will create a final document that presents
all four bids that will be discussed among the Jr. Committee. The Jr. Committee will then submit a
recommendation to the Board for approval.

b.

STCs and NGBs:
i. STCs:
1. Powerlifting: No report given.
2. Table Tennis: Jennifer Johnson submitted a report electronically. Two athletes, Pam Fontaine, Class
3 and Tahl Leibovitz, qualified in Guadalajara for the London 2012 Paralympics. Tara Profitt, Class 2
is a strong candidate for a wildcard selection. The athletes who qualify for London will be notified
around mid-January. The Results for the Parapan Games, Guadalajara, Mexico, November 12-20,
2011 is as follows : Wheelchair Divisions - Tara Profitt - 4th place finish in Class 1-3, James Segrest
- lost in Preliminary Round Robin in Class 1-2, Pam Fontaine - Won Silver medal in Class 1-3,
Jennifer Johnson – 4th place finish in Class 4, Emmanuel Shiu - lost in Preliminary Round Robin in
Class 4, Stu Caplin - lost in Preliminary Round Robin in Class 5, and Andre Scott - Won Silver
medeal in Class 5. Standing Divisions - Chris Puls - lost in Preliminary Round Robin in Class 7, Daryl
Sterling, Jr. - 4th place finish in Class 7, Wayne Lo - lost in Quarterfinal in Class 8, and Tahl Leibovitz
- Won Gold Medal in Class 9. ID Divisions – Melissa Middleton - lost in Preliminary Round Robin in
Class 11. Team Event - Women's Wheelchair Team (1-3): Profitt, Fontaine – Won silver medal, Men's
Wheelchair Team (5): Segrest, Shiu, Caplin, and Scott – Won bronze medal, Men's 6-8 Team:
Sterling, Jr. and Puls – fourth place, and Men's 9-10 Team: Lo and Leibovitz – Won silver medal.
Table Tennis tables for Junior Program: Jennifer is waiting for Debbie Armento to make
arrangements to take the tables from the Westchester Table Tennis Center. If these tables are no
longer needed she can resell them and return the money to the Table Tennis STC fund.
2011 Nationals, Virginia Beach, Dec. 13-17: Five wheelchairs and five standing athletes competed at
the Nationals. The numbers were lower this year as most of the athletes were traveled out and
exhausted from all of the activities in 2011. At the Nationals, classification was conducted by Sharon
Frant Brooks, USATT National Classifier.
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National Classification: If anyone is interested in being certified for table tennis classification please
contact Sharon Frant Brooks, National Classification Officer, Paralympic Table Tennis Division, 30
Payne Road, Lebanon, NJ 08833, USA. Email: usattclass@gmail.com. With the inclusion of Class
11 players in 2011 Sharon is working on setting up additional training in this field for classifiers as it is
different from classifying Classes 1-10.
2012 Tentative Plans: Table Tennis Clinic: Jennifer would like to organize a table tennis clinic at
Burke Rehab Hospital. She will discuss with Joanne Auerbach, Burke Administrator and Coach Shao
as to the best time and date and update in next BOD report. If anyone has other facilities that would
be interested in doing a clinic, and need the help of the STC they can let the Table Tennis STC know
if they can be of help via Ralph Armento. Mike Dempsey Memorial Tournament, Nov. 29-Dec. 3,
2012, San Diego, CA: An international sanctioned tournament in memory of Mike will be held to honor
Mike’s memory. All table tennis players in the USA are encouraged to attend. Entries will be taken
by the USATT or their designated. There will also be classification training seminar conducted by
Sharon Frant Brooks during the tournament. Mike Dempsey Memorial Award: Jennifer hopes to get
this going at the next NJDC. Her recommendation would be for award for 2011 and 2012. As soon as
the table tennis STC comes up with the criteria it will be submitted to the Board for approval.
3. Archery: No report given.
4. Swimming: Glen O’Sullivan reported. Glen is finalizing the 2012 Rulebook. He is creating a separate
document to house all swimming records.
ii. NGB’s
1. Track and Field: Phil Galli reported. The WTFUSA Rulebook is being finalized for 2012. WTFUSA’s
goal is to be more inclusive of all disability groups. Phil is working with USP on grants for meets in
2012. Phil has published a competition schedule on the WASUSA website that includes all sports
covered by WASUSA. Phil has spoken with a representative for Rose Hollerman from Minnesota.
Rose is currently suing the state of Minnesota in connection with participation in high school track and
field. Phil and Jessie attended the USATF Annual Conference at the beginning of December. Jessie
stated she thinks it’s important that WASUSA improve its connections with USATF at the local level.
Phil would like to see collaboration between WASUSA and Scot Hollenbeck and Steve Cuomo at
USATF to increase participation at USATF meets, NJDC, and the USATF Jr. Olympics. Jessie said
that Kelly Behlmann and Paul Johnson presented about RPO’s at many meetings at the USATF
Conference. Phil and Jessie agreed it was a good presentation.
c.

RSOs: Cindy Housner reported. Cindy said that Paul Johnson has put together a presentation about the
proposed RPO’s. She hopes to have a conference call with all RSO representatives so that the RPO plan can be
formally presented to everyone and discussed. A conference call was set up before the end of the year; however,
many people were not able to attend and the meeting was canceled. Ralph will help reach out to RSO
representatives. Barb would like a copy of Paul’s presentation to be sent to the Board.

d.

Athlete Advisory: Darlene Hunter reported. Darlene would like the committee survey to be sent out by the
national office. This survey was created in October. Darlene would also like to get a list of contact information for
current athlete members so that she can more easily contact them.

9. Old Business
a.

Strategic Plan Committee Update: Phil said there has not been any progress since the last Board meeting.

10. New Business
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a.

Grants/Fundraising: Darlene sent out a list of potential fundraising and grant opportunities to the Board in
December. She would like to see the IWAS Jr. Games trip fully funded and would like WASUSA to pursue grant
opportunities. Jessie said she will help Darlene pursue these opportunities.

11. Next Meeting: February 7, 2012 – 7pm EST
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7:00 – 10:00 pm EST

Present: Deb Armento, Ralph Armento, Mike Burns, Barbara Chambers, Tommy Chasanoff, Paul DePace, Jessica
Galli, Phil Galli, Darlene Hunter, Denise Hutchins, Glen O’Sullivan
Absent: Gregg Baumgarten, Cindy Housner
1. Call to order by Barbara Chambers, Chair
nd

2. January 3, 2012 Minutes: Mike moved to pass the January 2012 minutes. Glen 2 . Motion carried.
3. Junior Committee: Debbie Armento reported. The Jr. Committee held a phone conference beginning at 7:00 pm on
Monday, February 6, 2012. Committee members in attendance were Tommy Chasanoff, Tom Southall, Glen
O’Sullivan, Cindy Housner, Pam Carey, Charlie Sheppard, Dan Humphreys, Mike Burns, Jerry Clayton, Debbie
Armento, Trisha Yurochko, and Guest, Barbara Chambers.
a.

2013 NJDC: The Jr. Committee met twice via telephone conference call to discuss the four bids that were
presented. The Committee voted via Survey Monkey following the two conference calls. Rochester, Minnesota
was the winning bid following the vote of the Jr. Committee. Debbie motioned to approve the Jr. Commmittee
nomination of Rochester, MN for the 2013 NJDC. Glen 2nd the motion. Motion carried.

b.

Donation of $5,000 to the Jr. Committee: After the committee members shared their ideas they came to the
agreement that they do not want to use/spend the total amount in one year. They all felt that it should be used to
support athletes, support staff, or coaches. It also should be used to replace equipment if money is not available.
Other ideas for use include helping a new RSO to hold a meet and starting an ongoing fund to support future
scholarships for athletes and staff. A motion was made by Jerry Clayton and seconded by Glen for the year 2012
that a scholarship up to the amount of $1,000 total will be offered for athletes, support staff, and/or coaches who
are WASUSA members and have financial needs for international competition. Those WASUSA team members,
receiving a stipend will sign an agreement that will include a statement (commitment) about refunding the money
back to WASUSA if they do not complete the trip. The committee unanimously approved this motion. Phil stated
that he thinks the money should only support WASUSA international team trips and not to outside international
competitions that athletes elect to go to on their own. The Board discussed the use of this scholarship and who it
should be given to. The Jr. Committee felt both staff and athletes should be eligible to receive the scholarship.
Jessie stated she feels it is more important to give the money to the athletes since they are paying more than the
staff. She suggested applying the scholarship to the total budget for the trip so that it reduces the cost for all
athletes. Debbie said the Jr. Committee hoped to see this used as a scholarship but she feels that the Board may
be offering another use for the money. Barb will work with Mike and Ralph to create a protocol for the use of these
monies. She will report back to the Board at the next meeting.

c.

2012 NJDC: Debbie informed the Jr. Committee that she is meeting with Lane on Wednesday night to continue
reviewing the schedule. She also will be reviewing the number of officials needed for each event. Debbie has also
been working on updating the information packet with Lane and they are planning on sending this out as an email
blast, prior to the registration packet. Again this year, the Jr. Committee is working on an online process for
registration. A save the date will also be sent out to all our members. Lane has been meeting with her committee
and Debbie feels she is doing a great job. Debbie said that Lane is hoping to offer sport opportunities in fencing
and sit volleyball as well. Paul has assisted been working with a fencing group in the Phoenix area to help make
this happen.

4. Chair’s Report: Barbara Chambers reported.
a.

2012 IWAS World Junior Games: Barb said that an announcement about the Games went out in an e-blast to
membership in mid-January. Application guidelines and individual applications were posted on the website for
Athletes and Staff (Team Leader, Assistant Team Leader, Head Coach, Assistant Coach, Medical, and
Equipment Manager). All Staff Job Descriptions were reviewed, updated, and posted on the Website as well as
Appendix A “Athlete Qualification Standards for Team USA.” Still to be posted are the Team Protocols and Safety
Guidelines. Gregg Chalmers has agreed to be a part of the Team Selection Committee. Barb is looking for two
additional people to serve with Gregg. Current application deadlines are February 10 for staff and February 17 for
athletes. The estimated costs for the trip are $4800 for athletes and $2900 for staff. Barb stated that we may need
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to extend the application deadlines as she still has not received any information on deadlines from the Czech
Republic. Barb would like to extend the application deadlines at least two weeks but will wait to hear from Paul
before setting new deadlines. The new staff deadline is February 24, 2012 and the athlete deadline will be March
2, 2012. Barb asked if any Board members would like to serve on the Selection Committee. Jessie, Denise, and
Mike volunteered to serve.
b.

MOU with US Fencing: Barb asked Paul if there has been any progress on this end. Paul said he has no update.
Paul would like to speak with Lane at the 2012 NJDC to discuss fencing at their competition and then move
forward from there. Ralph asked what the political situation is like at US Fencing. Paul is in discussion with the
CEO of US Fencing. He is under the impression that US Fencing would support the fencing exhibition event to
hopefully be held in Mesa this summer at NJDC.

5. Immediate Past Chair’s Report: Paul DePace reported.
a.

IWAS Board Retreat: The IWAS Board will host a retreat in Moscow in May to discuss the future plans of IWAS.

b.

2013 IWAS World Jr. Games Bid: IWAS will be making a site visit to Puerto Rico as it is a bid city for the World
Junior Games in 2013. Phil will be going as a member of the IWAS site visit crew.

c.

2013 IWAS World Games: IWAS will be making a site visit to Alacante, Spain as it is a bid city for the World
Games in 2013.

6. Vice Chair’s Report: Denise Hutchins reported.
a.

Classification: Denise has been in communication with Erin Popovich and Julie O’Neil at USP about
classification at WASUSA events. Denise outlined her proposed program to increase regional classifiers and to
offer regional classification at events that are not provided national level classifiers from USP. She encountered
some pushback from Julie. Julie stated that USP would like to control classification and that they do not want
“unofficial” or provisional classifications to take place. Denise is asking the Board for direction on this issue. Barb
recommended that we thank Julie for her input but state that WASUSA will be moving forward with its proposed
program. Phil noted that WTFUSA does allow non-nationally classified athletes to set national records at regional
meets as long as that athlete is nationally classified as the same or a lower classification within the year of
competition.

7. Treasurer’s Report: Mike Burns reported. Mike submitted a proposed budget to the Board for review. Darlene asked
if the website costs the total that Mike had listed. He said no that he increased the price in the budget because the
nd
website needs to be updated and changed. Debbie motioned to accept the proposed budget. Denise 2 . Motion
carried.
8. Office Report: Ralph Armento reported.
a.

Sanctioning: Ralph has received sanctioning forms from the following meets: Tri-State Games (Swim Meet),
SEWSA, Lakeshore Swim Meet, and New England Wheelchair Games. Ralph has been in contact with several
other meets and has fielded various questions. He is reviewing registration forms for content. Ralph is working
with Sharon Moster of the Buckeye PVA in order to bring a meet to the Speier School in Ohio. This is a first-class
facility with a Mondo track. They have just sent in their sanctioning paperwork. Individuals will be needed to
officiate and classify. This new meet has created a conflict with the Ohio Wheelchair Games.

b.

Club Membership: There are now 22 clubs registered and paid. Ralph is going to follow up with those who have
not yet renewed.

c.

Insurance: Ralph is preparing information (COI) in order to send the case out to bid. Since this COI process has
been manual, he has developed a database which will keep track of all COI data. The plan is to send out to bid in
August for a 1/1/2013 effective date. With regard to certificates, a total of 37 insurance certificates were
processed in the month of January.
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d.

Newsletter: The first newsletter of 2012 was sent out today. Denise suggested that we encourage our clubs to
submit event information with pictures that can be put onto our website and in the newsletter. This will help show
that WASUSA is not a national office but rather a grassroots organization with clubs around the country doing all
of these neat things.

e.

Rulebooks & Records: Ralph has received the Swimming 2012 Rulebook from Glen. He is waiting on all others.
All STC/NGB leaders need to know that they are responsible for record content.

f.

Membership: There are a total of approximately 50 memberships this year; most via the USPS; however, there
have been about 12-15 via Paypal. Ralph is anticipating a rush now that the newsletter has gone out. Jessie
discussed using Active.com. She had sent a copy of an active.com membership form that she had created to the
Board. Ralph asked about whether Active.com can account for different membership types. Jessie is revamping
the membership form to account for both new and renewing members. She will send the new link to the group.
The Board will review by Friday and take a vote to post or not post this new membership form.

g.

Background Checks: Ralph has not sent out the paperwork as yet. He has a call into John Miller (WASUSA’s
account executive @ NCSI) in order to make sure the details of the process are still current. Denise asked if this
information would also be sent to the clubs. Ralph said yes it will go to all paid clubs.

h.

Policy and Procedures Manual: Ralph asked if progress has been made on this end. Barb said that she and
Denise have reviewed this document and will continue editing it and add new documents such as international
travel. Barb asked if Jessie would review for edits. She agreed. Denise suggested the document be sent to the
entire Board so that everyone can add input.

i.

Officials’ applications: Officials’ applications for NJDC will be sent out in the next week.

9. Committee Reports
a.

Fundraising
i. USP Grant: Phil Galli reported. USP is in negotiation with WASUSA to provide grants to five WASUSA
regional competitions: Texas Regional Games, Tri-State, Dixie Games, GLASA Games, and Gateway
Games. Each competition will receive between $9,000 and $12,000 and the national office will receive
between $10,000 and $12,000. All monies are contingent on meeting set standards and work as outlined in
the signed contracts. Phil said he would like some of the national office money to be used to hire a part-time
worker to promote these events. He thinks it would be great if this individual could be a wounded warrior or
other athlete with a disability. Some changes were made to the Regional Competition Support Proposal that
nd
was submitted to WASUSA by USP. Phil motioned to accept the modified proposal with USP. Mike 2 .
Motion carried.

b.

STCs and NGBs:
i. STCs:
1. Powerlifting: Debbie Armento reported. Mary Stack is meeting with Stella to discuss classification.
Debbie is working on developing more competitions.
2. Table Tennis: Jennifer Johnson submitted a report electronically. Two athletes were selected for the
2012 London Paralympic Games: Pam Fontaine, TX and Tahl Leibovitz, NY. Additionally, Tara Profit,
CT was named an alternate. Bipartisan applications (wild cards) for Tara, Andre Scott, CA, Daryl
Sterling, CA and James Segrest, TX were submitted. Alex Xue, NJ a rising Junior player continues to
improve his table tennis skills. He and his brother, Chris, will be going to Shanghai, China this
summer for training at the National Paralympic Center. Arrangements were made by coach Shao
from the Burke Table Tennis Club, White Plains, NY where Alex is trained.
3. Archery: No report given.
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4. Swimming: Glen O’Sullivan reported. The rules, age groups and records are completed in the 2012
Rulebook. The rulebook is up online.
ii. NGB’s
1. Track and Field: Phil Galli reported. The WTFUSA Rulebook has been updated and posted on the
website. Phil thanked Jessie and Charlie for their hard work on helping to update the rulebook. Rose
Hollerman from Minnesota has won a lawsuit against her high school athletic association that will
allow her to compete alongside her able-bodied peers. Cathy Sellers is working with an athlete in
Ohio to allow him to compete in high school track and field meets. WTFUSA has sanctioned a road
race in Gettysburg, Virginia.
c.

RSOs: Tommy Chasanoff reported. Tommy, Cindy and Gregg have met numerous times to discuss the change
from RSO’s to RPO’s. More meetings are set up for the next couple of weeks to continue discussing the changes
that will be made. Ralph said he has fielded some questions from individuals in his region. Barb asked if Tommy
could summarize talking points after the RSO representatives meet again. Tommy said he would do that.

d.

Athlete Advisory: Darlene Hunter reported. Darlene has requested that AAC members send her their respective
sport’s year events for the website. Jonathan Heider sent the swimming events for the year competition. Darlene
has sent the swimming events on to Phil & Ralph to be published on the website and distributed to members. The
Powerlifting schedule was sent from Mary Stack. Darlene will pass that information onto Phil. When the
membership list for 2012 is ready, Darlene will contact the Athlete Council to have them interview someone in
their sport for the newsletter / website / Facebook page. Darlene would like a copy of the past membership list so
that she can contact members that have not been active in WASUSA and see if she can get them involved in
sport or on a committee. Darlene would like the following link to be e-blasted so that we can see who is willing to
sit on some committees and help: http://darlenehunter.wufoo.com/forms/wasusa-committee-form/. Darlene is
busy finding grants to help athletes for the IWAS trip.

10. Old Business
a.

Strategic Plan Committee Update: Phil does not have an update. He has been busy with WTFUSA work. He
will renew this work starting next week.

11. Next Meeting: March 13, 2012 – 7pm EST

4

Wheelchair & Ambulatory Sports USA
Proposed Budget Worksheet
2012
Revenue
Memberships
Individual

700 indivuals X 35

Introductory

125 x 5

Clubs

25 clubs X 225

24,500.00
625.00
5,625.00

30,750.00

Grants
CFC

Estimated per CFC

11,000.00

Other

Estimated Corporate

10,000.00

Donations

500.00

21,500.00

Insurance Revenue
Rugby

Based on prior year

Turning point

Based on prior year

5,000.00
4,200.00

Clubs

Based on prior year

13,000.00

22,200.00

Sales and Rental
Clubs and Merchandise

Estimated

250.00

Equipment Rental

Estimated

3,560.00

3,810.00

Program Revenue
Juniors

Reimbursement for expenditures

NJDC

Capitation Fees

HOF

Reimbursement for expenditures

ADF

Account maintenance fees

500.00
6,125.00
0.00
1,125.00

RSO's

Reimbursement for expenditures

500.00

NGB's

Reimbursement for expenditures

2,450.00

Regional games development

Reimbursement for expenditures

1,000.00

International teams

Reimbursement for insurance and Admin costs

1,500.00

Investment Income

Estimated

13,200.00

5,950.00

Total Estimated Revenues

97,410.00

Expenditures
Administrative
Office Supplies

Estimated

1,500.00

Printing

Estimated increase

1,500.00

Postage

Estimated increase

Telephone

$125 X 12 (avg)

1,500.00

Conference Calls

$145 X 12 (avg)

1,750.00

Website
E-Fax

350.00

2,767.50
$17 X12 (avg)

Audit

204.00
2,500.00

Employees and Contractors
Office Manager

Contract

Office Help

Estimated

38,900.00
600.00
51,571.50

Wheelchair & Ambulatory Sports USA
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2012
Equipment Rental Costs

3,560.00

Insurance

21,876.00

Dues and subscriptions
IWAS

2,450.00

IPC

100.00

National Council on Youth Sports

150.00

2,700.00

Program Expenditures
Juniors

3,562.50

HOF

500.00

ADF

would allocate admin expenditures

RSO's

0.00
2,100.00

NGB's

6,300.00

Regional games development

Reimbursement for expenditures

National Delegates Assembly
International teams

1,000.00
1,740.00

would allocate insurance and admin exp

Travel

1,500.00

16,702.50
1,000.00

Total Estimated Expenditures

97,410.00

Excess Expenditures

0.00

Wheelchair and Ambulatory Sports, USA
Board of Directors Meeting
March 13, 2012
7:00 – 9:00 pm EST

Present: Deb Armento, Ralph Armento, Mike Burns, Barbara Chambers, Paul DePace, Jessica Galli, Phil Galli, Cindy
Housner, Darlene Hunter, Denise Hutchins
Absent: Gregg Baumgarten, Tommy Chasanoff, Glen O’Sullivan
1. Call to order by Barbara Chambers, Chair
nd

2. February 7, 2012 Minutes: Denise moved to pass the February 2012 minutes. Mike 2 . Motion carried.
3. Chair’s Report: Barbara Chambers reported.
a.

Monthly phone meetings and BOD status reports: Barb reported that the cost of the monthly BoD meetings is
getting to be too high. Solution for Discussion: Ralph is looking into another phone service that will be half the
price. Cindy told Ralph she uses a service that is free of charge. Ralph is going to call the company Cindy
suggested to find out if WASUSA would be able to use it. Another option Barb suggested is to appoint a
“Sergeant at Arms” or Time keeper. All agenda items would be allowed 5 minutes, after 5 minutes the BoD can
vote to extend the conversation or table it until later or the next meeting. Barb would also like to require all BoD
members with agenda items to submit a written report two days prior to the BOD meeting. Any agenda items
without a written report would be given 5 minutes, max. A final suggestion to minimize time on the calls is for EBOD meetings is to only include E-BOD members, and those with agenda items to the meeting or to have the
non-E-BOD members present their items first then sign off. Barb stated she personally likes having the input from
everyone and she would like to attempt other options before removing people from calls. Ralph would like anyone
with other ideas to save costs to email him. He said by the next meeting a new conference call service would be
in place.

b.

2012 Junior Track & Field Championships in Czechs Republic: Barb reported that there has been little or no
interest from athletes and staff to participate in the 2012 IWAS Junior World Championships. Several attempts
have been tried to solicit interest (several e-blasts, Facebook postings, and Ralph called athletes individually.)
Barb wondered if some reasons for the lack of interest could be the overlap with NJDC, the costs, the proximity of
the event to the Paralympics, the fact that this is a repeat destination, and/or the late notice to members. Barb
would like to send out a questionnaire to determine actual reasons for future planning. Paul said it would be
helpful for IWAS to also know why there was a lack of interest so that IWAS can address those issues as well.

c.

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with US Fencing: Ralph would like to defer this conversation to Paul.
Paul is trying to form a better relationship between US Fencing and IWAS and therefore has agreed to work with
US Fencing on behalf of WASUSA as well. Paul hopes to finish up the MOU by the end of this week. He will run
this by Barb and Ralph before he goes to US Fencing for the final agreement.

d.

IPC Rulebook changes: Barb asked Phil if he is aware of any changes in the IPC Rulebook that will affect
WASUSA. Phil said he and Debbie are working with Cathy Sellers to review the new rulebook. They will be
meeting at the end of March to discuss. Phil said none of the changes can be too drastic because of the Games
coming up in August. John Stephens said most of the changes are in Chapter 6 of the document. Debbie said that
Cathy is concerned there are some errors within the rulebook and wants them to catch them and report those
errors to the IPC. Barb asked about the process of moving Jerry Clayton up as an official to an international level.
She also noted that she and Ralph have never been given a list of officials and level of certification for those
officials. Cathy Sellers has agreed to work with WTFUSA to help develop a list of officials and an easy way to
maintain and classify these officials. WTFUSA will follow a program that is being created by USATF for the next
quadrennial. Phil will work on creating a test for officials using information provided to him by Chris Cohen at the
IPC. There will be regulations put in place that will dictate how officials can become certified and how they can
move up in level(s). Officials that have currently tested will be grandfathered in at their current officiating level but
will be required to follow the new rules in order to move up the pipeline. Denise suggested including Jack Todd in
this discussion. Denise thinks Jack may also be able to provide training for higher level officials along with John
Stephens.

e.

Calendaring and Sanctioning Process: Ralph received a call from Randy Chiviaroli. He had looked on the USP
website and noticed that both the Dixie Games and the Tri-States were not listed as IPC sanctioned events.
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Ralph has since been in contact with Tina Cain at USP. Tina assured Ralph that both meets are sanctioned but
the list has not been updated online. Ralph would like to improve communication between WASUSA and USP so
that both organizations are aware of what competitions are being sanctioned and which competitions are not
being sanctioned.
4. Immediate Past Chair’s Report: Paul DePace reported.
a.

Olympic Day: Paul was contacted by the USOC as the representative for WASUSA, which is a multi-sport
organization (MSO) within the USOC, about Olympic Day. One of the pushes in 2012 for the MSO Council is to
become more involved in Olympic Day. Paul emailed the BoD about this idea recently. In response to his email,
Jessie told the group that as a part of the Athletes Advisory Council for the USOC she has worked to change the
name of Olympic Day to Olympic and Paralympic Day but was met with resistance from the USOC. Paul
contacted Abby Tompkins at the USOC to discuss this. He was told that the USOC had tried to change the name
previously but was told by the IOC that Olympic Day is property of the IOC and the name cannot therefore be
changed. Additionally, he was reminded that there is a Paralympic Day that takes place once every two years.
Paul was told that the USOC does encourage Olympic Day organizers to include both Olympic and Paralympic
sports. Jessie commented that for the most part she didn’t receive negative feedback from the USOC when the
suggestion was made to change the name but rather was told it just can’t happen. She said it’s frustrating that the
USOC supports Olympic Day but does not spread the word about Paralympic Day. Paul would like to see
WASUSA promote Paralympics within Olympic Day at its chapters’ events. Paul will contact Scott Blackmun,
CEO of the USOC, to find out what terminology can be used. Barb would like to promote the event on Facebook
that would encourage Paralympic sport involvement. Phil recapped the discussion and clarified that WASUSA
would like its clubs and members to identify their local Olympic Day event and offer to be a part of the program.
Ralph suggested that an event be held at Adult Nationals that are being held in Chicago in June.

b.

IWASF Executive Retreat: A retreat for the IWASF Executive Board will take place in Russia.

c.

USA Volleyball: Paul connected with USA Volleyball to encourage participation of sit volleyball at WASUSA
events. He hopes there will be an exhibition event at the 2012 NJDC. Debbie said a tentative schedule for the
Games shows a sit volleyball exhibition on it. Debbie will talk to the organizers for 2013 so that next year it can be
a scoring event at NJDC.

d.

US Fencing: Paul has also worked with US Fencing to include fencing within the WASUSA sport spectrum.
There will be a demonstration of wheelchair fencing at the 2012 NJDC.

5. Vice Chair’s Report: Denise Hutchins reported.
a.

Policies and Procedures: Denise has created a draft version of a confidentiality policy, a documentation
destruction policy, and a policy on conflicts of interest. Ralph would like to back-up files online on a secure site.
He will look into options. The BoD had a discussion about the draft of the deconstruction document. The group
agreed that Denise should leave the document as is. Paul motioned to approve the Documentation Destruction
nd
Policy. Phil 2 the motion. Motion carried. This document will be posted online. The BoD discussed the
confidentiality policy. It was agreed that consequences would be written out for a breach of this policy. Denise will
work on this. Barb also suggested Denise look into the laws of New York where WASUSA is incorporated. Barb
and Ralph will help Denise. This item along with the conflicts of interest policy is being tabled until the April
meeting. Denise will also include a signature page when the documents are presented again. Phil asked if there is
any policy for conflicts between WASUSA and outsiders. Barb said she believes there is a grievance policy in
place. Phil wants to ensure this exists.

6. Treasurer’s Report: Mike Burns reported. Mike reported that WASUSA has paid the IWAS annual membership fee.
Mike will send a financial report to the BoD within the next week.
7. Office Report: Ralph Armento reported.
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a.

Sanctioning: Since the last BoD meeting, Ralph has received sanctioning forms from the following meets: Dixie
Games, GUMBO Meet (Acadiana),Tri-State Games, West Virginia Track & Field Championships, Buckeye PVA
Games, Texas Regional Games, and Texas School Games.

b.

Club Membership: Ralph reported that there are now 28 clubs registered and paid. Ralph needs to order and
obtain banners for these member clubs.

c.

Insurance: Ralph has processed a total of 35 COI requests since the last meeting. He has put the bid on hold
until we get out of sports season.

d.

Newsletter: Ralph has enough material to put out another newsletter. The newsletter will include news about
NJDC 2012, NJDC 2013, adult nationals, an updated event schedule, and an article on an adult athlete.

e.

Rulebooks & Records: Debbie is assisting Ralph with finalizing the rulebooks for Weightlifting and Archery.
Some of the rulebook files have required a lot of tedious work on the part of Ralph as he’s had to retype much of
the rulebook due to program errors.

f.

Membership: Approximately 170 members are registered as of today. The data is being continually updated on
the website. Active.com is fully in use and is working well. Ralph hasn’t had many questions on procedures and
he has been getting the receipts in a timely manner. From the receipt records, he can update the membership
database. Phil has updated the website with the newest membership list. Phil asked if membership is doing as
well this year as it did last year. Ralph checked and at this time last year there we 65 members registered.

g.

Background Checks: Ralph has connected with John Miller from the company that WASUSA uses for
background checks. Together they updated the WASUSA site and he will be able to send out the paperwork to
BoD in a few days.

8. Committee Reports
a. Junior Committee: Debbie Armento reported.
i. 2012 NJDC: Debbie reported that meetings with Lane have been very successful. Lane has finalized her
schedule and there should not be major changes made to it from now until the Games. The save the
date/information packet is also completed and should be sent out within the week. Debbie and Lane are
working on the registration packet and will decide within the next couple of weeks if it will be fully paper or
electronic and paper depending on how the participants want to register. Lane will give Debbie a list of the
number of officials she can provide for and the number of local officials she has so that Debbie can begin
planning. Debbie has spoken with Erin Popovich at USP to confirm the classifiers. Debbie asked Erin about
classification of intellectually impaired athletes. Erin didn’t have any answers for Debbie at the time and is
looking into it.
ii. 2013 NJDC: The Jr. Committee voted to approve Rochester, Minnesota as the site for the 2013 NJDC.
iii. 2014 NJDC: The Jr. Committee voted to approve Aimes, Iowa as the site for the 2014 NJDC. The LOC there
was excited with this news and has presented two date options for the Games: June29-July7 or July 6-14.
The BoD agreed that July 6-14 would the better option for multiple reasons.
b.

STCs and NGBs:
i. STCs: No reports given.
ii. NGB’s
1. Track and Field: Phil Galli reported.
a. Rulebook: The rulebook has been revised five times in 2012. Phil recommends anyone that has
previously downloaded the rulebook go to www.wasusa.org and re-download the latest copy to
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ensure everyone has the most up-to-date version. Most of the edits have been minor typos that were
caught after the first version was published.
b. USP Warrior Grant: The community-based meets that were selected to receive money via the USP
Warrior Grant are working on their individual contracts with USP.
c. Officials: Phil along with Jerry Clayton, Debbie Armento, and Tom Southall held a conference call
with Cathy Sellers from USP to discuss the care and growth of track and field officials. This group will
meet again at the end of March to further discuss the topic. The plan is to put a new program in place
for the next four years. USAT&F is rolling out their new program and WTFUSA will attempt to mimic
their new process. The major changes are in the amount of time an individual remains at Associate
level and then National level and then the process from there to Master level. All existing levels will
be grandfathered. WTFUSA will bring John Stevens in as the IPC trainer since he is the only trainer
in the Americas at this time. Phil stated that each individual country is responsible for its training and
certifying of officials. It is only when the country nominates someone that they can move up to an IPC
international level.
d. North Carolina Schools: Phil said WTFUSA is working with N.C. to add standards for track and field
for amputees. A middle-school aged athlete on Mike Burns’ team is requesting help in establishing
standards for amputees. He is a T/F42 athlete.

b.

RSOs: The RSO’s began a discussion at the NDA about aligning themselves with USP in terms of regional
breakdown. The RSO’s proposed to change from RSO’s to Regional Point Organizations (RPO’s). Paul Johnson,
Cindy, Darlene, Tommy and others have worked on creating a presentation that displays the changes to take
place. They have been sharing this information with the RSO’s to get a feeling for how people feel about the
proposal.

c.

Athlete Advisory: No report given.

9. Old Business
a.

Strategic Plan Committee Update: No update given.

b.

Website: Phil spoke with the individual that he thought would help with the website and discovered that in fact he
is not willing to donate his time but rather it will cost the organization $2000. Phil will review their proposal and
make a recommendation. Darlene suggested we archive the website in case information is lost.

10. New Business
a.

Amazing Leaders Conference: Barb asked who is planning on attending this conference. Cindy will be the only
one attending.

11. Next Meeting: April 17, 2012 – 7pm EST
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Present: Deb Armento, Ralph Armento, Barbara Chambers, Paul DePace, Jessica Galli, Cindy Housner (joined at
8:00pm), Darlene Hunter, Denise Hutchins, Glen O’Sullivan
Absent: Mike Burns, Tommy Chasanoff, Phil Galli, Gregg Baumgarten
1. Call to order by Barbara Chambers, Chair
nd

2. March 13, 2012 Minutes: Denise moved to pass the March 2012 minutes. Paul 2 . Motion carried.
3. Chair’s Report: Barbara Chambers reported.
a.

2012 Junior Track & Field Championships in Czechs Republic: Barb sent out a survey to applicable members
to find out why athletes and staff did not apply for this year’s team. She also included questions about what the
athletes/staff would like to see in the future. Barb will share the responses with the BoD at next month’s meeting.

b.

Policies and Procedures Update: Barb would like to examine the table of contents within the current Policies
and Procedures document to see what documents/areas are missing or need to be amended. Jessie emailed the
group in a follow-up to Denise’s previous conflicts of interest document. She sent two modified documents: a
conflicts of interest policy and a conflict of interest document to be signed by WASUSA Board members. Denise
would like to see that document also be signed by other key individuals within the organization such as committee
members, team staff, etc. Ralph recommends that an ad hoc committee be set up to deal with any conflicts of
interest issues that may arise and to make recommendations to the Board if issues do arise. It was agreed that
some work still needs to be done on the two documents.

c.

Projects Timeline: Barb has created a timeline of items that are already on the Board’s table but have not yet
been completed. She would like to continue to add items to this list, set their priority level and a due date. She
feels this will help the group work for effectively. Ralph asked Darlene how the RSO/RPO project is going.
Darlene said a presentation was made to the RSO’s. Darlene shared the presentation with the Board and has
been waiting for a response from the Board. Barb said she was under the impression that the RSO group was
going to meet again before the Board made any decision. Darlene said this should be taken up with Cindy, Gregg
and Tommy as they are the RSO reps and they may have more information. Darlene noted that a draft version of
th
the presentation was sent to the Board on March 13 prior to the March Board meeting. Barb would like to table
the RSO presentation until May. She would like for there to be representation from the RSO’s on that call to lead
the discussion. Jessie commented on the strategic plan item on Barb’s timeline. She recently was at a meeting for
the USOC and it was mentioned that Deloitte, as a sponsor of the USOC, is helping the organization with its
strategic plan for 2013-2016. Jessie wondered if WASUSA could receive assistance from Deloitte at a discounted
rate because of our association with the USOC as a MSO. Denise mentioned that at a past Amazing Leaders
Conference, Deloitte offered their services to Paralympic Sport Clubs. Paul is going to follow-up on this item along
with Phil.

d.

Update on Competition Season: Ralph is finding a lot of common errors on the registration forms for sanctioned
meets. Ralph recommends that a committee for each sport be created that can evaluate each competition to
determine whether their sport should or should not be sanctioned at that particular competition. Ralph also noted
that some meets do not have qualified officials or meet managers and therefore, some individuals such as Ralph
are flying all over the country to help run competitions. Ralph also has to tell some competitions the resources are
not available as those that could help are busy at the time. Denise said that track and field classifiers are putting
together an educational program for meets and potential classifiers. Denise is attending a classifiers’ educator
seminar in Germany next week and she hopes to get ideas for this new program while there. Barb recommends
that criteria be established to run a top level competition. This way competitions can be objectively rated based on
the criteria. Darlene said it would be great to have example forms and other documents that the national office
can provide competitions. Ralph will create an evaluation guide for the Board to look at after the season ends.
Ralph will also share this information and get approval from the STCs and the NGB.

4. Immediate Past Chair’s Report: Paul DePace reported.
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a.

USA Volleyball: Paul announced that sit volleyball will be included at the 2012 NJDC.

b.

US Fencing: Paul will continue working with US Fencing and report back to the Board in May.

c.

IWASF Site Visit – 2013 IWAS World Games: Paul said a crew from IWAS did a site visit in Alacante, Spain for
the 2013 IWAS World Games. The IWAS Board has approved the sanctioning of those Games. The dates and
the sports to be competed there have not been determined.

d.

Meeting with Bill Gilbane, Gilbane Building Company: Paul’s meeting with Bill was postponed but he hopes to
meet with Bill prior to the Board’s May meeting.

e.

IWASF Executive Retreat: Paul will be attending the retreat in Russia. He requests that any items Board
members would like discussed be brought to his attention before he leaves.

5. Vice Chair’s Report: Denise Hutchins reported.
a.

Classification Education: Denise is working with Pam Carey, Pam Wilson, Deanna Fay, and Kathe Hickey on
this piece. Jerry Clayton also expressed an interest in posting educational information for officials. Debbie asked
Denise if she is aware of a classifier’s workshop being held prior to NJDC. Denise said she is unaware of a
workshop. Debbie is in contact with Erin Popovich at USP to find out details. Debbie said she knows USP is doing
work to classification of ID athletes. Denise said that athletes that want to be classified will be required to be
tested locally and need to send their paperwork into Athletes Without Limits, the national representative body for
ID athletes.

6. Treasurer’s Report: No report given.
7. Office Report: Ralph Armento reported
a.

Membership: Ralph reported that membership is up since 2011. A new membership form has been posted
online. Ralph is in the process of having membership cards created for any members that registered by March
st
31 .

b.

Sanctioning: Ralph said the meets that have taken place so far this year have efficiently given him the data from
their competition.

c.

Newsletter: The next newsletter will go out sometime this week.

8. Committee Reports
a. Junior Committee: Debbie Armento reported.
i. 2012 NJDC: Lane and Debbie have been meeting bi-weekly organizing and planning for NJDC. They have
completed the Information Packet and Registration Packet. They are going to use mail-in registrations this
year for the majority of the athletes. Charlie has been working very hard on developing an online registration
and Debbie is going to ask a variety of teams across the country to use the online registration. Ralph and
Debbie will be handling all registrations again this year. Debbie has also been in contact through email with
Erin Popovich from USP about the classification process. She is still not sure about how to handle the ID
athletes and has asked Denise to help her with this. All Classification forms have been finalized and placed
on the NJDC website. Debbie also asked Phil to update the WASUSA website as well and add a title
information piece to the homepage. Sit-Volley ball is finalized and will be a clinic this year.
Debbie is also working with Lane on finalizing the officials who will be invited to NJDC. Debbie is waiting to
see the list of local officials and only knows of four at this time. Lane’s head official is working on inviting
more. Debbie sent them a spreadsheet of all the names of officials who applied through WASUSA with
everyone’s contact information. Lane and Debbie also discussed the classifiers attending NJDC and they are
waiting to hear from Erin Popovich to hear if USP is having a workshop on Friday for classifiers.
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Debbie would like information about the event to be posted on the WASUSA homepage. Barb said she would
like a standards document to be created that would encompass all sports and be put onto the website under
NJDC. This would be easier way for athletes, coaches, and parents to find standards then reading each sport
rulebook. Jessie volunteered to consolidate the track and field portion of the document. Debbie will work on
the rest and compile the data.
ii. Equipment: Debbie is am working with Bob Fischer on the transportation of the equipment and stated that
they now have two bids from transport companies. Debbie shared these bids with the Board. Lane and
Debbie also have been working on a final agreement with the contract. Debbie has made several
adjustments and updates to the contract but would feel better if WASUSA had a lawyer to view it for both
groups.
Debbie is working on updating the wish list of equipment for NJDC. The Lap Counter is broken and Debbie is
trying to see what broke on it so that she can call the company. Debbie said new field equipment needs to be
ordered to match the new implements included this year. Debbie will create an itemized list and budget for the
Board to approve.
iii. Donation: Jeannie Senter made Debbie aware of a $2,000 donation from a friend. Jeannie would like the
funds to be designated for NJDC and athletes with a physical disability. Debbie will contact her to further
discuss how she can accommodate Jeannie’s request.
iv. 2013 and 2014 NJDC: Contact has been made with both the LOC committees for 2013 and 2014. Debbie is
waiting for a response from Ames, IOWA to confirm their date. Debbie has supported both LOC’s with
questions and information as they are requested.
b.

STCs and NGBs:
i. STCs:
1. Powerlifting: No report given.
2. Table Tennis: Jennifer Johnson submitted report electronically. Jasna Rather of Texas has been
appointed by the USATT as Paralympic Manager. The National Paralympic Coach, Daniel Rutenberg,
resigned recently. The position has been posted by the USATT on their website. Applications will be
accepted up to May 1. The rules are still being reviewed to include profile for Class 11. Sharon Brooks is
currently working on that Section. Per Roman Tinyszin all rule changes will be made after the
Olympics/Paralympics.
3. Archery: No Report at this time.
4. Swimming: Glen O’Sullivan reported. Glen said he will be at Lakeshore Foundation for their Splash at
the Shore as a Technical Official. He will also be at the Gateway Games and Thunder in the Valley as a
Swim Classifier. Glen has also been working with Lane at the 2012 NJDC to coordinate the swimming
events.
ii. NGB’s
1. Track and Field: No report given.

b.

RSOs: Cindy stated no action has been taken since the last meeting. Cindy said a presentation will be made at
the NDA. Barb said that she would like to have discussion on the RPO plan at the next Board meeting. Any
questions from Board members should be submitted to Cindy, Gregg and Tommy prior to the meeting.

c.

Athlete Advisory: No report given.

9. Old Business
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10. New Business
a.

National Delegate Assembly: Barb proposed September 28-30, 2012 as the dates for the NDA. Cindy noted
that she would not be able to attend that weekend. The group then proposed October 12-14, 2012. The NDA will
take place in Rochester, MN.

11. Next Meeting: May 8, 2012 – 7pm EST

4

Wheelchair and Ambulatory Sports, USA
Executive Board of Directors Meeting
May 8, 2012
7:00 – 9:40 pm EST

Present: Deb Armento (left at 8:10), Ralph Armento, Mike Burns, Barbara Chambers, Tommy Chasanoff, Paul
DePace, Jessica Galli, Phil Galli (left at 8pm), Cindy Housner, Darlene Hunter, Denise Hutchins
Absent: Gregg Baumgarten, Glen O’Sullivan
1. Call to order by Barbara Chambers, Chair
nd

2. April 17, 2012 Minutes: Tommy moved to pass the April 2012 minutes. Denise 2 . Motion carried.
3. Committee Reports
a.

RSOs: Cindy reported. Cindy began a discussion on RPO’s. She said this discussion began at the NDA in 2011
between members of the RSO’s. It was asked among the group at the meeting what are the objectives of RSO’s,
what they are currently doing and what do they want to do, etc. Darlene and Paul Johnson formed the RPO idea
while at the NDA. It was discussed that the RSO’s/RPO’s should try to align themselves with USP regional work.
Cindy shared a draft RPO presentation with the Board prior to tonight’s call. The Board read through the
presentation and submitted comments and questions to Cindy. Ralph also shared a “RPO by Numbers” document
with the group that broke down the proposed regional changes and counted the number of competitions and
members within each proposed region using data from 2009 to 2012. The Board discussed the proposed four
regions: Northeast, Southeast, Central and Far West. Ralph stated that the numbers show that the Central region
may be large enough to split into north and south regions. Darlene explained that the RPO point of contact won’t
necessarily be responsible for each club in its region but rather just provide information about the clubs and
events in their region. Darlene noted that voting issues at NDA are in part due to a lack of attendance at the NDA.
She suggested a mail-in ballot so that better representations of voting members vote. The discussion went back
to splitting the Central region. Although the numbers would support a split in this region, it was stated that there
isn’t anyone in the northern part of that region that would be able to take control of the RPO. Cindy said she is
busy with her local club and would struggle with taking responsibility for an RPO. [This discussion was paused in
order for Debbie to give the Junior Committee report. Discussion began again following Junior Committee report.]
Cindy stated she is comfortable with keeping the Central region as one larger region with a point of contact in the
SWAA part of the region. Ralph said that Ohio is the only state he is concerned about because it has a lot of
members and it has recently had some organizational issues and has come to the national office for assistance.
Because of relationships that have been formed between Ohio and Ralph, Ralph would like to include Ohio in the
Northwest region so that it can be easy transitions for the individuals in that area. Cindy would like to know where
to go from here with the RPO presentation. Cindy suggested she take back the questions and comments back to
the RPO working group for edits and feedback. Barb said she would call the final project a pilot project. Cindy also
noted that the voting discussion needs to be continued. Denise said that voting is a larger conversation than the
RPO conversation. Cindy suggested that the RPO working group make recommendations to the Board in terms of
voting. Barb said if this is a pilot program then bylaw changes would not be necessary until 2013. Jessie
commented that she thinks some bylaw changes would be necessary in order to operate under the new plan.

b.

Junior Committee
i. 2012 NJDC: Debbie has been meeting with Lane regularly. Lane has created an online membership form on
www.simplyregister.com. Ralph has reviewed it for her and thinks it is very intuitive. This membership
application is being used by USP for Track and Field Trials and has been successful for them. Debbie asked
if everyone on the Board approved of this registration method. Everyone agreed. Debbie said invitations have
been sent to officials. Lane will be handling travel plans for officials.
ii. Donation: A $1000 donation was recently made to the Junior Committee by a friend of Jeannie Senter. Her
donation was matched by Coca-Cola. This money is being set aside for a future IWAS trip.
iii. Equipment: Debbie shared a list of equipment items she would like to purchase in preparation for NJDC. She
reviewed this list with the Board. Paul said that he spoke with Bill Gilbane at Gilbane Building Company and
he has committed a $10,000 donation to the organization. Paul proposes that the donation be split equally
between junior programming and international teams. Debbie commented that some of this donation could be
given to the NJDC LOC. Jessie commented that she’s concerned if WASUSA gives money to NJDC then this
1

Wheelchair and Ambulatory Sports, USA
Executive Board of Directors Meeting
May 8, 2012

may set a precedent that can’t be met each year. In 2010, Cindy noted that NJDC was given half of the
$10,000 donation Gilbane made. However, at that time, the donation went directly from Gilbane to GLASA.
Jessie said if the Board wanted some of this year’s donation to go to NJDC that it the donation should once
again go directly from Gilbane to the LOC rather than through WASUSA. Debbie will be reaching out Jennifer
Johnson in table tennis to ask if they would like to financially support the purchase of table tennis equipment
on her list. Debbie said that the powerlifting STC may also be able to cover the cost for powerlifting equipment
on the list.
4. Chair’s Report: Barbara Chambers reported.
a.

USA IWAS Athlete Survey: Barb would like to resend the survey.

b.

Website: Barb made the executive decision to transfer responsibility of the website to Darlene and Jessie. There
have been frustrations with the website for quite some time, which is why Barb would like to transfer responsibility
to individuals that are able to commit time to the website. Darlene and Jessie will report updates at next meeting.

5. Immediate Past Chair’s Report: Paul DePace reported.
a.

Meeting with Bill Gilbane, Gilbane Building Company: Paul previously discussed his meeting with Bill Gilbane
and the $10,000 donation the company will be making to WASUSA.

b.

US Fencing: Paul hopes to set up a meeting between the CEO of US Fencing and himself and Ralph.

c.

IWASF Executive Retreat: Paul attended this retreat in Moscow. He reported it was a great meeting.

d.

IWASF World Games and IWASF World Junior Games: IWASF voted to approve Alacante, Spain as the host
of the 2013 IWASF World Games and Puerto Rico as the host of the IWASF World Junior Games.

6. Vice Chair’s Report: Denise Hutchins reported.
a.

IPC Athletics Classifiers’ Education Course: Denise attended this course in Germany and passed the course.
Dr. Pam Wilson, Pam Carey and Kathe Hickey have been named trainee IPC classifiers.

b.

Classification Education: Denise worked with the three individuals that will be creating the WASUSA
Classification Education curriculum over the last month. The first step of this program is to get it online and
available to all.

7. Treasurer’s Report: Mike Burns reported. Mike discussed the financial report for the first quarter of 2012. Darlene
asked if the National office had received payment from USP for administrative works with the military grant we
received. Ralph said he recently received the contract and is in the process of reviewing it. Jessie asked about
WASUSA’s tax letter from the IRS. The current letter in the National office does not have our most up to date name.
Mike is going to look into this and report back.
8. Office Report: Ralph Armento reported

a.

Membership: There are 335 members as of May 8. This number is significantly higher than this same time in
2011. Ralph is going to create an information sheet for Recreational membership so that individuals know that a
Recreational membership is only good for one competition.

b.

Insurance: Ralph will be getting quotes from insurance companies for coverage in 2013.

c.

Buckeye and West Virginia Games: Ralph assisted at both the Buckeye Games and the West Virginia Games.
He noted the successes and failures of both competitions and plans to share his comments with the LOC’s to
make their next Games better.
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d.

Level 1-3 Criteria – Draft of Comparison Sheet: Ralph created a draft document that lists criteria for different
level competitions. He will ask representatives from each sport to review the document.

9. Committee Reports
a.

STCs and NGBs:
i. STCs:
1. Powerlifting: No report given.
2. Table Tennis: No report given.
3. Archery: No Report at this time.
4. Swimming: Glen O’Sullivan reported. Glen was at Lakeshore Foundation for their Splash at the Shore as
a Technical Official. The meet was small but went well. Glen will also be at Gateway Games and
Thunder in the Valley as a Swim Classifier.
ii. NGB’s
1. Track and Field: No report given.

b.

Athlete Advisory: No report given.

10. Old Business
a.

Strategic Planning Committee: No report given.

11. New Business
a.

Adult Nationals: Cindy would like help promoting Adult Nationals. She will send everyone the information so that
it can be shared.

12. Next Meeting: June 19, 2012 – 7pm EST
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Present: Deb Armento, Ralph Armento, Mike Burns, Barbara Chambers, Paul DePace, Jessica Galli, Phil Galli
(joined at 7:25pm)
Absent: Gregg Baumgarten, Tommy Chasanoff, Cindy Housner, Darlene Hunter, Denise Hutchins, Glen O’Sullivan
1. Call to order by Barbara Chambers, Chair
nd

2. May 8, 2012 Minutes: Paul moved to pass the May 2012 minutes. Mike 2 . Motion carried.
3. Chair’s Report: Barbara Chambers reported.
a.

National Delegates Assembly: The 2013 NDA will be held in Rochester, MN. Ralph has been in communication
with the hosts for this event. The Kahler Hotel will be the host for the event. The room rate will be $82 per night
plus tax. Ralph is currently reviewing the contract sent to him by the LOC. He is also working to create an agenda
with Barb. They will have a draft agenda by our next meeting. The tentative dates for the meeting are Thursday,
October 11 through Sunday, October 14, 2012.

b.

IWAS Survey: No new surveys were received. The survey will be sent out again.

c.

ADF Account Brochure: Barb edited and revamped the ADF Account brochure. Barb would like the Board to
review it and give their ideas and edits.

4. Immediate Past Chair’s Report: Paul DePace reported.
a.

Meeting with Bill Gilbane, Gilbane Building Company: Paul met with Bill Gilbane and the Gilbane Building
Company kindly has agreed to make a donation to both WASUSA and to the 2012 NJDC. Their donation to
WASUSA is in the amount of $10,000. Gilbane Building Company has an office in Puerto Rico and has also
agreed to help support the 2013 IWASF World Junior Games, which will take place in Puerto Rico.

b.

US Fencing: Paul will set up a call between himself, US Fencing and Ralph to continue discussions on the
memorandum of understanding between WASUSA and US Fencing.

c.

New England Wheelchair Games: Paul said the New England Wheelchair Games did not take place this year
due to low attendance. Paul is concerned as this is his home meet and he is concerned for the local athletes that
are not being offered a competition in their area. Ralph said unfortunately this has been a trend in many areas of
the country. He thinks the current economic times are leading to this decline in some areas. Paul said this would
be a good discussion for the NDA. During this discussion, Ralph mentioned Joe Walsh as a resource for the New
England area. Jessie then mentioned that Joe Walsh has left the USOC. She is unaware of his current job but
she knows he is living in the New England. Jessie also noted that Carol Mushett is no longer with BlazeSports.

5. Vice Chair’s Report: No report given.
6. Treasurer’s Report: Mike Burns reported. Mike said he recently received a large ADF fund request. This raised a
question in his mind that a policy needs to be included in the ADF Account information that states expenses will not
be reimbursed if they have already been reimbursed by another entity. Mike has received the $500 donation from a
donor that was discussed on the last call. He said we need to create an application process for individuals that would
like to apply to receive this money as assistance for NJDC. Criteria will also need to be established for this. It was
suggested the grant amount per athlete be $230 to cover the cost of registration and one banquet ticket. This is
modeled after the SWAA scholarship that currently exists. Information on the WASUSA Jr. Committee Scholarship will
be announced on the WASUSA website, on Facebook and via email.
7. Office Report: Ralph Armento reported
a.

ADF Accounts: Ralph has recently received ADF fund requests for purchases made years ago. This sparked a
conversation between Barb and Ralph about creating a policy that states a timeline for submission of requests for
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funds. Ralph would like to include the wording “expenses will not be accepted past December 31 of the following
year of the purchase.” Phil said he has a slight concern with this idea. He asked if it would be better or easier to
say that the individual has 12 or 18 months from the date of purchase to submit for reimbursement. Ralph said he
st
feels the December 31 deadline would be easier for him to keep track of. Phil then asked if funds can be
requested from an ADF account if the account was set up after the purchase of the item. He feels the Board
needs to come to an agreement on this issue and create a policy for it as well.
b.

Background Checks: Barb asked Ralph if everyone on the Board has completed their checks. He said that there
are still some individuals that need to do it. Barb strongly encourages everyone to do this by the next Board
meeting.

c.

Insurance: Ralph has been busy processing insurance requests. After NJDC, Ralph will visit with WASUSA’s
current broker to discuss how they can make Ralph’s job easier on the administration side of things.

d.

Combined Federal Campaign: Ralph would like to work with someone with a veterans’ connection to increase
participation in the CFC.

e.

Meet Sanctioning & Reporting: Ralph has received results from some meets very late. He is concerned with
getting all of the data into the system in time for NJDC. Ralph recognizes that SAMS is time consuming and he
thinks it’s necessary that more training be provided in the future. Ralph suggested YouTube videos be created to
teach individuals how to use SAMS. Ralph said it also can be tedious for meet managers to collect membership
from all registrants. He said this has caused some frustration between meet managers and the national office.

f.

Development of Meet Database: Ralph is creating a database to collect meet information that can be used for
qualifying standards, sport records, etc.

g.

Level 1-3 Criteria: Ralph would like the Board to review the criteria he sent out previously.

8. Committee Reports
a.

Junior Committee: Deb Armento reported.
i. Equipment: Deb has presented her list of equipment to the Jr. Committee. She has requested bids from two
nd
companies. Phil motioned that the Jr. Committee can spend up to $4,300 on equipment purchases. Mike 2
the motion. Motion carried.
ii. 2012 NJDC: Deb is working with the LOC to confirm the officials’ and classifiers’ lists. Deb has also been
working with Jerry Clayton to finalize a list of track and field officials. Barb asked if Deb has received the final
signed contract from Lane. Deb said she has not so she will check with Lane. Deb has spoken with the 2013
NJDC hosts about attending the 2012 NJDC. Lane has offered them a table at registration.
iii. NJDC Grant: Debbie will begin creating an application for the NJDC grant. Jessie and Mike suggested she
check out the CAF Grant information to see how they request financial information from applicants.
iv.

b.

2013 IWASF Junior World Games: Phil wants the Board to begin discussions for fielding and supporting
this team. He thinks it’s important that this information be created and disseminated as soon as possible.
Jessie said that she thinks we should approach this team differently than we have in years past. She hopes
WASUSA will be able to fully fund the team. If this is possible, it will allow WASUSA to reach out to athletes
and invite them to compete rather than athletes having to express interest in competing. Jessie said she has
had conversations with Cathy Sellers at USP to help support the track and field portion of the team. Cathy has
included this as a line item on her 2013 budget that will be reviewed and approved in the fall. The group
agreed to create standards for each sport and to disseminate the standards to potential athletes before
NJDC, if possible.

STCs and NGBs:
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i. STCs:
1. Powerlifting: No report given.
2. Table Tennis: No report given.
3. Archery: No Report at this time.
4. Swimming: No report given.
ii. NGB’s
1. Track and Field: Phil Galli reported. Phil and Deb attended the GLASA Regional Games. Phil said the
track and field portion of the competition went very well. Phil has been working with many others to
modernize the IPC Athletics slides were originally created by Chris Cohen. The group has sent the
presentation to USATF and has requested it be included in Associations level officials training. Phil will
share the presentation with the Board.
c.

RSOs: No report given.

d.

Athlete Advisory: No report given.

9. Old Business
a.

Website: Jessie Galli reported. Darlene has been working hard on creating the new website. Jessie has been
helping her. Jessie said that Darlene has reached out to several people asking for information or ideas about the
website. Some have been good about getting back to her while others have not been as responsive.

b.

Strategic Plan Update: Paul had a conversation with Bill Gilbane that was very productive. Phil will be contacting
Mr. Gilbane soon to further discuss his involvement in the organization.

10. New Business
11. Next Meeting: July 10, 2012 – 7pm EST
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Present: Deb Armento, Ralph Armento, Mike Burns, Barbara Chambers, Paul DePace (joined at 8:15pm), Jessica
Galli, Phil Galli, Cindy Housner, Darlene Hunter, Denise Hutchins, Glen O’Sullivan
Absent: Gregg Baumgarten, Tommy Chasanoff
1.

Call to order by Barbara Chambers, Chair

2.

June 19, 2012 Minutes: Glen moved to pass the June 2012 minutes. Phil 2 . Motion carried.

3.

Chair’s Report: Barbara Chambers reported.

4.

5.

nd

a.

National Delegates Assembly: Barb and Ralph put together a tentative schedule for the NDA. They’re asking
the Board to review it. The Board discussed how last year some attendees were upset with all of the “closed”
meetings and the lack of other meetings or activities for them to attend. It was discussed that attendees be told
they are welcome to attend most “closed” meetings but only as spectators. “Closed” meetings will be renamed
“Executive” meetings. Ralph commented that more people are needed to fill committees. Darlene reminded the
Board that she created a Committees’ Survey following the 2011 NDA to solicit interested people to fill
committees. This survey has not yet been sent to membership. Darlene also requested that a “Save the Date”
email be sent out ASAP so that people can begin making plans and mark their calendars. Ralph will send out both
the survey and the Save the Date by the beginning of next week.

b.

Hall of Fame: Barb shared her most updated Hall of Fame nominees document with the Board. This document
has been developed since the 1980’s and some information on nominees has been misplaced. Barb and Ralph
are going to seek assistance from individuals to fill in any gaps within the document. Barb also noted that much of
the older nominations are not stored electronically. She will be seeking assistance in adding this i nformation to the
document as well. Ralph suggested that nominations that are over a decade old be reevaluated and possibly
retired. Denise commented on a nominee that is older on the list but she feels is worthy of the distinction. Jessie
said that without Denise or others making her aware of someone’s involvement and importance, she wouldn’t vote
for the older individuals because she isn’t aware of their accomplishments. Denise suggested a list of all
nominees in jeopardy of being retired be sent to the RSO’s. RSO’s will be asked to reply back with comments on
nominees that they are familiar with and would like to see remain on the list. Barb would like to have a HOF
presentation again at this year’s NDA. There are funds in the HOF account that can be used to support the travel
of nominees. Barb would like a ballot to go out in August.

c.

2013 IWAS Jr. World Games: Barb created a flyer with information about the Games and criteria athletes will
need to meet in order to apply. She will add the logos for IWAS and the LOC logo before finalizing the document.
Jessie requested a note be added that WASUSA is pursuing sponsors for the trip.

Immediate Past Chair’s Report: Paul DePace reported.
a.

MOU with US Fencing: Paul will be on the conference call with Ralph and US Fencing.

b.

60 Anniversary of Stoke-Mandeville: IWASF hoped to have a celebration in honor of IWASF’s 60 anniversary
during the Paralympic Games but because of the Games schedule this won’t be possible. Instead, a dinner will be
held later in the year.

th

th

Vice Chair’s Report: Denise Hutchins reported.
a.

Classification events: Denise worked both the Desert Challenge and the USP Track & Field Trials as an
international classifier. She reported that at the Trials there were two panels of physical impai rment classifiers,
one panel of blind classifiers, and one panel of intellectual impairment classifiers.

b.

American Physical Therapy Association: Denise will be doing a live blog talk with the head athletic trainer from
the USOC and a physical therapist that works with US Sailing. Denise will be presenting on sports for athletes
with a disability and how PT’s can get involved as well as a general overview of the Paralympic movement.
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6.

Treasurer’s Report: Mike Burns reported. Mike submitted a financial report to the Board. Mike reached out to the
representative for the estate that has left money to WASUSA. He has not yet heard back. He also has received the
$10,000 donation from Gilbane Building Company. Phil also noted that WASUSA is still owed $10,000 from USP via
the Military Grant program. Darlene said that USP offers another $25,000 grant that she thinks WASUSA should apply
for to host sport clinics and trainings around the country in 2013.

7.

Office Report: Ralph Armento reported

8.

a.

Memberships: There are currently 510 regular members registered for 2012. This is approximately the same as
in 2011. This is reflective of the decrease in meet participation this year. Almost without exception, every
WASUSA sanctioned meet was off at least 10-15%; with many exhibiting severe drops in participation. Most
notably, New England, Ohio and Mid-Atlantic were affected. There was a significant increase in Recreational
Memberships, as a function of the meet directors’ buying into the concept of a one day, one meet mem bership.
The memberships are still rolling in, so at this time Ralph does not have an accurate handle on the numbers.

b.

ADF Accounts: Mike and Ralph have to finalize the second quarter numbers and issue the quarterly statements .
Ralph has finalized Paypal and banking deposits for the second quarter.

c.

Insurance: Ralph is planning a visit to IPNE in August.

d.

Combined Federal Campaign: Ralph said that the CFC is now offering video feeds on the donor site.

e.

Meet Sanctioning & Reporting: Ralph has received reports from all but four competitions.

f.

Development of Meet Database: Ralph sent all Level 3 athletic records (over 2,000) to Phil. He has also
reached out to Charlie Sheppard in order to update SAMS. The records update (junior) will be complete for
NJDC.

g.

Level 1-3 Criteria: Ralph has gathered input from many sport representatives and added their information to the
complete document.

h.

NDA: Ralph would like all committee reports to be submitted by July 31. Jessie suggested the deadline be
extended until August sometime. She also suggested a form be created or some kind of example of a report be
given to the RSO’s for those RSO’s that may not know how to create a report. Phil said that this should be the
responsibility of the RSO representatives on the Board. Barb said that RSO’s should be accountable for
submitting a report. She suggest a policy be written that states that if a report is not submitted, an RSO will not be
able to access their account funds.

i.

MOU with US Fencing: Ralph has a conference call set up for July 13 with US Fencing.

j.

NJDC: Ralph has been working with Deb on registration for NJDC. Jessie asked if it would be possible for the
LOC or someone not in the National Office to be responsible for registration. She noted that this creates a lo t of
work for Ralph and prevents him from getting other tasks completed.

Committee Reports
a.

Junior Committee: Deb Armento reported.
i. NJDC: Deb has been working with Charlie Sheppard to create online registration that will automatically input
the information into SAMS. This registration system wasn’t used this year but Deb hopes it will go into play
next year.
ii. 2012 NJDC: Gregg reached out to the Board following the last Board meeting to express concerns he has
with some officials attending NJDC. Deb reached out to Lane to discuss the concerns brought to her
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attention. Debbie noted that the LOC is struggling to financially support NJDC. Lane has requested to not pay
the $25 per athlete fee that WASUSA charges. This charge is included in the contract that the LOC signed.
Denise asked if Lane has submitted her budget to Debbie and Debbie said that she has not yet received one.
Denise said she is concerned with WASUSA providing money before a budget is reviewed by WASUSA. Barb
and Phil supported Denise’s comments. Phil said that the $25 fee is an important revenue source for
WASUSA and he does not feel our organization can forgo that income.
iii. 2012 NJDC Scholarship: Nineteen athletes applied and seven athletes were awarded scholarships. An
additional $500 was donated, which is why seven scholarships were able to be awarded. Athletes were
required to have a financial need in order to be considered. Deb will share the full list of recipients with the
Board.
b.

STCs and NGBs:
i. STCs:
1.

Powerlifting: Debbie Armento reported. Debbie is working on completing the Powerlifting portion of the
Sanctioning document.

2.

Table Tennis: Jennifer Johnson submitted report electronically. Jennifer would like to ask for the Board's
approval in subsidizing the expense of two participants at a classification seminar with an amount of
$1,000 from the table tennis fund to be shared by them for their expenses. Debbie motioned to approve
the use of $1000 from the table tennis fund with the stipulations that the seminar actually takes place a nd
nd
that the two recipients be members of WASUSA. Glen 2 the motion. Motion carried.

3.

Archery: Mike Burns reported. Mike is working on completing the Archery portion of the Sanctioning
document.

4.

Swimming: Glen O’Sullivan reported. Glen has completed the swimming portion of the Sanctioning
document. He added that back-up timing is also required for a Level 3 meet. Glen plans to use the CanAm swim standards for the IWAS 2013 competition.

ii. NGB’s
1.

9.

Track and Field: Phil Galli reported. Phil said that the groups in his area are making headway in the
Northeast region thanks in part to the NYC Park District and to grants from BP. Phil is working with Ralph
on updating Junior records. He also reported that the disabled portion of the USATF Officials’ test has
been completed and has been shared with USATF. It is awaiting approval from USATF.

c.

RSOs: No report given.

d.

Athlete Advisory: No report given.

Old Business
a.

Website: Darlene asked for Board members to review the picture currently used on the website and t o submit a
new one if they would prefer a different picture. For those that do not yet have a picture online, they should submit
a picture to Darlene or Jessie. Darlene asked that the Board review the other pages on the website and respond
with edits and comments. Deb motioned for WASUSA to pay the $100/year cost to upgrade the website package
nd
to Pro. Phil 2 the motion. Motion carried. Following the meeting, Jessica upgraded the website but while doing
so discovered the cost for a one-year upgrade was actually $122.90. Jessica sent out a request via email for a
friendly amendment to the motion that carried in the Board meeting. Glen motioned for WASUSA to pay the
nd
$122.90 cost to upgrade the website package to Pro. Darlene 2 the motion. Motion carried.

10. New Business
11. Next Meeting: August 7, 2012 – 7pm EST
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Present: Deb Armento, Ralph Armento, Gregg Baumgarten, Mike Burns, Barbara Chambers, Tommy Chasanoff,
Paul DePace, Jessica Galli, Phil Galli, Darlene Hunter (joined at 7:30pm), Denise Hutchins
Absent: Cindy Housner, Glen O’Sullivan
1. Call to order by Barbara Chambers, Chair
nd

2. July 10, 2012 Minutes: Denise moved to pass the July 2012 minutes. Tommy 2 . Motion carried.
3. Chair’s Report: Barbara Chambers reported.
a.

National Delegates Assembly: Ralph is trying to put together a packet of information to send out ASAP. He
confirmed that the meeting will take place at the Kahler Grand hotel in Rochester, MN from Thursday, October 11
through Sunday, October 14. There are two airports that attendees can choose from. One airport is in Rochester
and the other is in Minneapolis. Minneapolis is approximately 1 hour 15 minutes from Rochester. Ralph said there
is a shuttle service that drives between Minneapolis airport and the city of Rochester. The registration cost is
projected to be $70. This fee will include a Friday night Meet and Greet, afternoon break food and beverage,
Saturday evening Hall of Fame dinner ticket, a continental breakfast on Sunday morning, and a complimentary
WASUSA gift. Ralph has also negotiated a discounted hot breakfast on Friday and Saturday morning for $7.95 for
nd
anyone interested. Paul motioned to approve the $70 registration cost for the 2012 NDA. Gregg 2 . Motion
carried. Ralph and Barb asked the group if they had any concerns with the tentative schedule presented on the
last call. The consensus was that the schedule would work for everyone.

b.

Hall of Fame: Barb sent a ballot to all members of the WASUSA Board. The ballot will also be sent to Hall of
Fame Inductees. At the last meeting, the idea of retiring names of nominees that have been on the nominated list
for some time. Barb asked if anyone had an opinion on retiring any of the names. Gregg compared this situation
to the Baseball Hall of Fame and he noted that the Baseball Hall of Fame will retire names after five years if an
individual has not been inducted. Barb will write an addition for the Policies and Procedures regarding this issue.
Phil motioned to remove all nominees from the candidate list who have been on the list for more than five years
nd
with a grandfather clause that if an individual is nominated again the nomination would stand. Mike 2 . Motion
carried. Jessie mentioned that she and Darlene were working on a Hall of Fame nomination form that could be
easily filled in by anyone who wants to nominate individuals. They will send the completed form to the Board this
week.

c.

Office Manager Contract: Barb has started working on a new contract for Ralph as well as a self-evaluation that
Ralph will complete. She will share this information with Denise and Jessie for feedback.

d.

Bylaw Change: Barb has written a Bylaw amendment to rename the Immediate Past-Chair position on the Board
of Directors. She said the original intent for the creation of this position was to have Paul DePace remain on the
Board due to his involvement in IWAS and at the USOC. If the Bylaws remain the same, if Barb does not remain
Chair then she would become the Immediate Past-Chair and Paul would no longer be on the Board. Barb has
proposed two titles the position could be named. She also listed the duties of this position and Phil added to her
duties list. This amendment will be presented at the NDA.

4. Immediate Past Chair’s Report: Paul DePace reported.
a.

Gilbane Building Company & NJDC: Paul asked about the participation of Gilbane employees at NJDC. Gregg
reported that there were three or four volunteers from the company at the event. Additionally, he said the local
branch declined to sponsor the event.

b.

MOU with US Fencing: Ralph spoke with US Fencing but with the upcoming Paralympic Games so near, US
Fencing has not had a chance to sign or discuss the agreement anymore with Ralph and Paul.

c.

2012 IWAS Jr. World Games: Paul attended the Games that comprised of 12 nations and 128 athletes. He said
there was strong representation of CP athletes. The Puerto Rican delegation attended the Games to be present
for the flag passing ceremony to the 2013 Games.
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d.

USOC Ralph Lauren Issue: Paul was contacted by Charlie Huebner from US Paralympics asking for him to
reach out to his local politicians about this issue. Paul did so and had good conversation with those he spoke with.

e.

Amputee Football: Paul said that IWAS may get more involved in this sport at the international level. This sport
is popular in Europe.

f.

Electric Wheelchair Hockey: Paul said this sport is currently an IWAS sport but is not overly popular. He said
here in the US the sport is commonly called Power Soccer. IWAS would like to better support and promote this
sport in the future.

g.

IWASF Executive Director: The current Executive Director has chosen to step down from her paid position. Paul
said IWAS is trying to find her a volunteer role within the organization to keep her involved as she is a valuable
resource to the organization.

h.

Stoke Mandeville Anniversary: A torch will be lit in Stoke-Mandeville on August 28 to commemorate the
anniversary of the event.

th

5. Vice Chair’s Report: Denise Hutchins reported.
a.

2012 Paralympic Games: Denise will be heading to London for the Paralympic Games. She will be working as a
Track and Field classifier.

6. Treasurer’s Report: Mike Burns reported. Entries for NDA were discussed. Barb said that she would like for
committee members and members of NGBs to be supported for NDA as they have been in the past. Phil said that last
year WTFUSA offered its Board members $250 for travel and covered ½ of room cost per night of the NDA. Phil and
Barb will work together to agree on the right amount of support to be offered this year.
7. Office Report: Ralph Armento reported
a.

RPO Proposal: Ralph expressed his concern with the proposal and the lack of understanding by some
individuals. Ralph said he would like the proposal to be amended so that Ohio is included in the Northeast
Region. Ralph has spoken with Ohio and they agree that they would like to be in the Northeast Region as a
relationship has already been formed between key players in each area. Phil suggested that the RPO Proposal
be sent one more time to the RSO representatives to ensure they have been educated on the topic. Additionally,
a discussion should be had between any parties that want to participate. A discussion was had about voting and
how voting rights would need to change if this proposal passed. Ralph has concerns that the proposal will move
the power from regions to clubs.

b.

USATF National Junior Disability Championships: Ralph received an announcement for the USATF National
Junior Disability Championships. He feels it’s important for WASUSA to copyright NJDC.

c.

Level 1-3 Criteria: Ralph sent out an updated document with Level 1-3 criteria that includes criteria for all sports.
This document will be shared at NDA.

8. Committee Reports
a.

Junior Committee: Deb Armento reported.
i. NJDC: Debbie would like to thank Lane Gram, Nina, her committee and all of the volunteers for all of their
hard work and support for the NJDC. Debbie reported that there was a variety of disabilities included in the
event. Two sport clinics were offered: field and sit-volleyball. Award winners have been posted on the website
and on Facebook. Many scholarships were awarded to attendees including 19 SWAA scholarships and 13
WASUSA scholarships. A classification clinic was held at NJDC this year. Debbie will present a full report at
the NDA.
2

Wheelchair and Ambulatory Sports, USA
Executive Board of Directors Meeting
August 7, 2012

ii. 2013 NJDC: Representatives from the LOC attended the 2012 NJDC. Debbie has been asked to get a quote
from Half Mile Timing for both the 2013 NJDC and the 2014 NJDC. Debbie has begun working with the 2013
LOC on site visits and other logistics.
b.

International Competition: Barb said there is a lot of interest in the 2013 IWAS Jr. World Games. Barb would
like to send out a formal application in September. Jessie will work with Barb on this as well as on standards.

c.

STCs and NGBs:
i. STCs:
1. Powerlifting: No report given.
2. Table Tennis: Jennifer Johnson submitted report electronically. Jennifer reported that once the WASUSA
recipients for the classification seminar are confirmed as participants a check can be sent to the
designated organizers to reduce their costs. The seminar has been posted on the iptt-ptt website. The
Mike Dempsey International Memorial Tournament is all set to happen Nov. 26 to Dec. 3 in San Diego.
Entry information is available at www.ipttc.org click on calendar. The classification is also scheduled to
happen at that time too. Andre Scott is the Tournament Director.
3. Archery: No report given.
4. Swimming: Glen O’Sullivan reported. Glen will begin working on compiling and recording records that
st
were broken at NJDC. Due to retiring all the records last year, all 1 place finishers in their class and age
group established a new record. Glen has looked into Hy-Tek software pricing. He would like to purchase
Meet Manager 4.0 and Team Manager 7.0. He wants Team Manager to make putting entries together
easier. Team Manager 7 is $296.25 and Meet Manager 4 is $371.25 plus $250/year depending on the
licensing option. He has an email out to Queenie Nichols as to what license option she uses at the CanAM swim meets. Glen would like to make a motion to purchase the Hy-Tek software. He will wait to
purchase both products until after hearing back from Queenie. Phil motioned to approve the purchase of
the Hy-Tek software and the licensing fee not to exceed $1000 to be paid out of the swimming fund.
nd
Denise 2 . Motion carried. The Board would like Glen to come back to the Board with a final total after
the purchase.
ii. NGB’s
1. Track and Field: Phil Galli reported. Phil said that WTFUSA worked with the WASUSA office to process
all Level 3 meet records prior to NJDC and will be able to publish a good records file by NDA with a little
help. Phil is working with a lawyer in Illinois to open the doors for Illinois athletes in high school to
participate on their swimming and track and field teams. Phil will be deposed this month. He will receive a
fee for this service, which is being donated to WTFUSA. WTFUSA is preparing to send an e-mail to the
membership asking for potential rule changes for 2013 and they process those requests after returning
from London. Once those changes are submitted, they will be shared with the Junior Committee for
comments and feedback. Phil and others have completed the Track and Field Officials course and they
are in the test phase. They should have all test results back by the end of Sept. and they are working
with US Paralympics to implement in January of 2013. Phil said that WTFUSA is very proud of all
WASUSA/WTFUSA members who made the 2012 Paralympic team.

d.

RSOs: No report given.

e.

Athlete Advisory: No report given.

9. Old Business
a.

Website: Barb asked about the status of the website. Jessie asked once again for the Board to take a look at the
new website and provide feedback. It was suggested the new website be launched before Jessie and Darlene
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leave for London. Phil would prefer the website launch after London because he is more familiar with the current
website and he will be updating it while Darlene and Jessie are at the Games.
b.

Strategic Planning Committee: No report given.

10. New Business
a.

Nominating Committee: Debbie asked if a Nominating Committee had been established. Barb said one had not
been created. Debbie will work on this. The chair position and STC position are up for reelection. Additionally, a
member-at-large position is vacant and needs to be filled. Ralph would like for all candidates to submit both a
resume and a position paper.

11. Next Meeting: September 12, 2012 – 7pm EST
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